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The Massacre
at Centralia

Frank Crawford

C

entralia, Missouri, in 1864 was a small,
unimportant, insignificant community that
created an unplanned and even more, unwanted, springboard to promote a type of warfare
that simply chills the blood of those who study the
causes and effects of this era of the American
Civil War.
The terms “guerrilla” and “bushwhacker” are
used in the study of southern supporting civilians
from the state of Missouri. The terms “Red Legs”

and “Jay-hawkers” are the most common terminologies for Union supporters or abolitionists
from the state of Kansas.
For the people of those states, the Civil War
began several years before the firing on Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor hundreds of miles to the
east in 1861. War in Kansas and Missouri had already commenced and was in full force when the
rest of the country became heavily involved. With
the study of this event comes the question,
“Which came first, the chicken or the egg?” or
Who started this era of hatred that created such
actions?
The events that took place on September 17,
1864, both added fuel to the already existing
situation. Both the massacre at Centralia, which
happened at the noon hour, and the battle of Centralia, which took place just a few hours later, today serve as a short paragraph in the study of the
war in Missouri and, if mentioned at all, are simply a sentence or two in the study of the entire
war. They deserve more.
Two separate events tied together by a single
location. What happened at the railroad station in
the village has been grossly ignored by modern
historians.
Such men as William T. Anderson, Alexander
Franklin James, and his little brother Jesse
Woodson James all took part in the event and
their participation is probably the most known fact
about the incident. Hopefully, this talk will put
more of a human element in the event as well as a
“not so pretty” explanation of what actually happened at Centralia, Missouri, on September 17,
1864.
Because this month’s speaker is unavailable, no
Friday evening pre-talk dinner will be held. —

Charles Carr

Please note that the October meeting is at the Historical Museum

The Iron Brigade
By Pat McCormick

P

erhaps the most famous, and certainly
“Black Hat Brigade.” Less popular were the white
among the two or three most highly relinen gaiters introduced to the uniform by Gibbon;
garded, brigades in Union service during
some of the men wore them on their sleeves in
the Civil War was the Iron Brigade. On Friday,
protest, and members of the 19th Indiana even
September 2, 2016, Lance Herdewrapped them on the legs of Gibgen treated the round table to a
bon’s horse one night. The gaiters
journey through the brigade’s sergradually disappeared over the
vice — a talk well-saturated with
course of the brigade’s service, but
photographs and stories concerning
the black hats remained.
individual participants.
After nearly a year in existence,
The 2nd Wisconsin — the
the Black Hat Brigade finally saw
state’s first three-year regiment —
its first action at Gainesville, Virwould become the nucleus of the
ginia (a battle also known as
Iron Brigade. The grey uniforms of
Groveton or Brawner’s Farm), on
the 2nd included tall shako caps,
August 28, 1862 — standing toe to
quickly battered by the soldiers’
toe with General Stonewall Jackhabit of stomping on them to
son’s veterans in a bloody firefight.
watch them “pop” back up. At
Within three weeks the brigade
First Manassas, the grey uniforms
fought three more major actions,
contributed to the confusion, and
earning the sobriquet “Iron Brialthough the Wisconsinites fought
gade” from General George
well they eventually joined the
McClellan himself at South Mounrout.
tain on September 14.
The 2nd Wisconsin switched to
The heavy losses in this time
Union blue, and in October 1861
span depleted the Iron brigade so
were brigaded together with the
much that in November a brand
6th and 7th Wisconsin. Also joinnew Midwestern unit, the 24th
ing the brigade was the 19th IndiMichigan, was added. The 24th
ana, led by 6-foot, 7-inch Solomon
was about as large as the other four
The Iron Brigade was one of the most regiments combined, and the memMeredith (known appropriately as
celebrated military organizations of the
Long Sol). The original brigade
bers were derided as “feather bedAmerican Civil War.
commander was General Rufus
ders” due to the fact that they actuKing, who was soon “kicked upstairs.”
ally brought said beds with them to the camp.
The new commander was General John GibThey were not fully admitted to the fraternity of
bon, a native Philadelphian who grew up in North
the brigade until they proved themselves in comCarolina and who had three brothers enter Conbat at Fredericksburg. (They did not get the black
federate service. The “rustic farm boys” of the
hats until late spring 1863.)
brigade initially bristled at Gibbon’s stringent
The 24th would see its bloodiest fighting as a
regular-army methods.
part of the most renowned day of combat in briSoon after the brigade was formed, the regigade history: Day One of Gettysburg. The Midments received regulation 1858 wide-brimmed
westerners were in action from about 10:50 a.m.
black hats, known as the “Hardee” hat. They disto 4 p.m. that day, serving as the heart of a Union
liked them at first but soon saw them as a badge
defense that stubbornly resisted long odds all afof honor, and the brigade became known as the
ternoon. Also seeing action over the next two
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drum roll, October 2016

days, the Iron Brigade was never the same again.
Other regiments were added in 1864 and would
eventually receive the black hats. But while the
brigade was not quite as resilient as previously, it
soldiered on all the way to Appomattox.
On behalf of the round table I would like to
thank Lance Herdegen for a fascinating and wellillustrated presentation.

October Events
October 2, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI.
David Wege will discuss Confederate General
Patrick Cleburne during the 1864 Tennessee Campaign,, 1 p.m. Information on all Civil War Museum programs is available at (262) 653-4140 or
www.thecivilwarmuseum.org.
October 11, McHenry County Civil War Round
Table. Charlie Banks will speak on the Battle of
Monocacy.
October 13, Lake County Civil War Round Table. Larry Hewitt will speak on Port Hudson:
The Most Photographed Battlefield During the
Civil War.
October 14, 2nd Friday Lectures Series, Civil War
Museum, Kenosha, WI. Lia Nicine McCoo and
Keryn Moriyah will present My Little Red Canoe,
a program on music of the Civil War era, noon.
Free program is sponsored by the Milwaukee
Civil War Roundtable and the Iron Brigade Association.
October 14, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI.
Ronald C. White will discuss and sign his latest
book, American Ulysses: A Life of Ulysses S.
Grant, 7 p.m. Books will be available for purchase.
October 14, Chicago Civil War Round Table.
Lance Herdegen will give the Nevins-Freeman
Address, “And the Baby Had Red Hair: Music of
the Iron Brigade.”
October 19, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI.
Bjorn Skaptason from the Abraham Lincoln Book
Shop will explore the intersection between history
and fiction in Charles Portis’s True Grit as its
characters remember the Civil War, 7 p.m.
October 21, Salt Creek Civil War Round Table.
Art Foley will speak on Music for the People:
George F. Root and the American Public. There
also will be a battlefield preservation book sale.
drum roll, October 2016

October Saturday Discussion
All members and guests are invited to participate
in the session to be held at the Barrington Area
Library on Saturday, October 15, 2016, from
10:00 a.m. until noon. Pat McCormick will lead
the discussion on cavalry raids.
These discussions are generally held on the
third Saturday of the month from October through
June. They are held to generate and foster a free
exchange of ideas on Civil War battles and events.

Roster Change
New address
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Hwastecki
2195 Foxglove Drive, No. 910
Northbrook, Illinois 60062-6554

Book Discussion Group
The Civil War book discussion group led by Tom
DeFranco at the Eisenhower Library, 4613 North
Oketo, Harwood Heights, will not meet in October. On November 5 the group will discuss the
events at Iuka and Corinth in October 1862 from
10:00 until 11:30 a.m.

Women’s Civil War Book Club
The Civil War book club for women is on hiatus.
If you are interested in joining the group, contact
Denise Limburg at dlimburg@prodigy.net or
(847) 382-1022 or Mary Banks at (847) 497-3149
or zeller1@comcast.net.

Dues Are Due
Dues forms and checks should be sent to treasurer
Tom DeFranco, 9273 Fairway Drive, Apt. 316,
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016-1720. Dues are $55
family, $45 individual, and $5 student. A sustaining membership is any payment over the normal
rates. Deduct $5 if you receive the newsletter by
e-mail.

page 3

September Raffle
2016–17 Officers and Trustees
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Corresponding Sec.
Membership
Historian
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee

Charles Carr
Wayne Rhine
Bruce Allardice
Tom Defranco, Jr.
Danielle Kafka
Pat McCormick
Kathleen Lange
Alisa Corsi
Danielle Kafka
Fred Reczkowicz
Denise Limburg
Tom Gavigan

Appointed Positions
Book Raffle
Charles Banks
Newsletter Editor
Sally Smith

The lucky winners at the September book raffle
were Marybeth Foley, who won Charleston at
War by Jack Thomson; Carl Brandon, Jr., who
won In the Bloody Railroad Cut at Gettysburg by
Lance Herdegen; Dave Noe, who won Chimborazo: The Confederacy's Largest Hospital by
Carol C. Green; Jerry Allen, who won Battle of
Franklin and Battle of Perryville DVDs; Kathleen
Lange, who won Landscape Turned Red: The
Battle of Antietam by Stephen W. Sears; and
Charlie Banks, who won History of the 90th Ohio

Volunteer Infantry in the War of the Great Rebellion in the United States, 1861–1865 by Henry O.
Harden.
Congratulations to the winners and sincere
thanks to the donors. To donate Civil War–related
books or items, please contact Charlie Banks.

Speakers 2016–2017
November 4

Pat Schroeder

Appomattox Court House

December 2

Tony Ziebol

Richard Kirkland, the Angel of Marye’s Heights

January 6

Bruce Allardice

The Conflict at Ezra Church

February 3

Andy Waskie

Major General George Meade

March 3

Harold Knudsen

Disunion Sentiments and Secession Threats, 1788–1860

April 7

Steve Fratt

Civil War Battle Tactics

May 5

Daniel Josephs

Illinois 82nd Regiment

June 2

Wayne Motts

The National Civil War Museum in Harrisburg, PA

To learn more about the Northern Illinois Civil War Round Table
visit our website at www.northernilcwrt.org

