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Price’s 1864 Raid

Mark Lause

been in 1861. By thus illustrating the futility of
the Union war effort, Price and his men would
negatively affect the crucial Northern elections in
November.
But of course it would not be that simple. What
soldiers, militia, and civilians actually experienced in this campaign from September through
October of 1864 provides a good measure of the
extent to which political considerations and selfserving motives tended to shape the way Civil
War history was written.
In the end, the Confederates had a major impact
on the election with this, the last great campaign
of the war west of the Mississippi River — if perhaps not the effect they intended. Its unanticipated
consequences posed questions with which we are
still grappling.
On Friday, May 6, 2016, Mark Lause will lead
us along Price’s stormy path.
Mark Lause is a professor of history at the University of Cincinnati. He has done extensive work
in nineteenth century labor and social history, as
well as the Civil War. Among his Civil War publications are Race and Radicalism in the Union
Army, Price’s Lost Campaign, and The Collapse

of Price’s Raid.

A

s the Confederacy’s fortunes declined
rapidly in the second half of 1864, the
Rebels seemed to be either besieged or in
retreat everywhere. But there was life in the South
yet. While Hood’s homeless Army of Tennessee
struck at Sherman’s supply line and then shifted
into Alabama, another offensive was taking place
west of the Mississippi.
In September 1864, Confederate general Sterling Price led several divisions, composed mostly
of cavalry, north from Arkansas into Missouri in
an effort to bring the front back to where it had

If you would like to join us for dinner with
Mark Lause at 5:30 p.m. before the meeting on
May 6 at Sam’s of Arlington restaurant, 1863
West Central Road, Arlington Heights, please
contact me at splat99@comcast.net or (708) 3065966 by Wednesday, May 4. — Pat McCormick

In Memoriam
Long-time member Edward Stipulin of Cary
passed away on Monday, April 4, 2016. Our condolences to his family.

Send banquet reservations to Tom DeFranco by May 27

The Talley War of Southeastern Iowa
By Pat McCormick

C

opperheadism in the North during the
no one (though taking prisoners was allowed). Yet
Civil War is usually seen to be concenthey spent time buying up every spare firearm
trated in New York City and the lower
they could find in the vicinity. Their most promiMidwest (close to the Ohio River). But on Friday,
nent member was a charismatic 29-year-old
April 1, Dave Jackson introduced the Northern
preacher from Tennessee by the name of George
Illinois Civil War Round Table to the Talley War
Cypert Talley.
of southeastern Iowa.
On August 1, 1863, the Order of the Star and
Jackson first introduced us to the area on the
their supporters held a day-long rally in
border between Keokuk and Iowa counties where
Nofsinger’s Woods, at the edge of the town of
the action took place. The epicenSouth English. That same day,
ter was the settlement of Hinklethere was a pro-Union gathering in
town, serviced by Foote P.O.
the town itself. Although neither
(named for U.S. naval officer Anside had a shortage of concealed
drew Foote). The town and P.O.
firearms at the scene, the day was
no longer exist.
mostly peaceful (though at the
Jackson was first made aware
Copperhead rally, two women
of the location when he began
brawled when one objected to the
digging up bricks all over his
other’s butternut badge — and the
newly purchased farm, which is
two were sisters!).
situated on the site of the former
When the Nofsinger’s Woods
community. He passed around
rally ended, most of the particisamples of some of the diverse
pants wisely went around the town
bricks. He added a little further
on their way home to avoid conbackground on the local Farmer’s
frontation. But Talley and a small
Masonic Lodge (founded in 1862
group drove their wagon right
at Foote, with many war veterans
through town, Talley defiantly
on its rolls) and on Patrick Monastanding in the wagon bed branghan of the 22nd Iowa, who was
dishing a pistol and a knife. As
Cypert Talley grave marker
wounded at Big Black Bridge
things grew more heated, shots
near Vicksburg. Another local
rang out and a firefight resulted.
planted the flag on the Vicksburg parapet during
When the fracas was over, Talley and two of
Grant’s failed assault of May 22, 1863.
his Copperhead cohorts lay dead. The Order of
Then it was on to the main event. By 1863 the
the Star vowed vengeance on South English,
Foote/South English area had amassed a sizable
threatening (among other things) to burn the town.
collection of Copperhead citizens, who referred to
Governor Kirkwood called in the militia, arrests
themselves as the Order of the Star. They wore
were made on both sides, and the grand jury was
five-pointed stars and butternut badges and had an
convened. Ultimately there were no convictions
elaborate ritual of secret signs and password
and the event sputtered out. But it was nationphrases.
wide news while it lasted, even making page 2 of
Their complaints were the usual list of Copperthe New York Times.
On behalf of the round table I would like to
head grievances: government tyranny, the war, the
thank Dave Jackson for an engrossing presentadraft — not to mention strong anti-emancipation,
tion — one that included a 14-minute reanti-black sentiments. Their pledge included a
enactment video, I might add.
vow to refuse the draft, along with a pledge to kill
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May Events

May Saturday Discussion

May 7, First Ladies Tea: Mrs. Lincoln and Mrs.
Kennedy, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI.
Laura Keyes and Leslie Goddard will bring Mary
Todd Lincoln and Jacqueline Kennedy to life in
an imagined meeting at the Smithsonian Museum’s First Ladies exhibition, 1 p.m., $35, ($25
Friends of the Museum). Information on all Civil
War Museum programs is available at (262) 6534140 or www.thecivilwarmuseum.org.
May 10, McHenry County Civil War Round Table. Gene Salecker will speak on the Sultana
Disaster.
May 12, Lake County Civil War Round Table.
Jerry Kowalski will speak on Bringing the Word
to the Boys in Blue, Chaplains in the Recent Unpleasantness.
May 12, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI. Dick
Zimmermann will present a workshop on Tactics
in Miniature, an introduction to Civil War maneuver and tactics on a tabletop battlefield, 6:30 p.m.
May 13, Second Friday Lunchbox Lecture Series,
Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI. James Heinz
will speak on Howard Cushing, the Third Man on
the Monument, noon. Free program sponsored by
the Milwaukee Civil War Roundtable and the Iron
Brigade Association..
May 13, Chicago Civil War Round Table. Glenna
Schroeder-Lein will speak on The Solders’ Home
in Civil War America.
May 15, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI. Dave
Powell will speak on the Campaign and Battle of
Stones River, 1 p.m.
May 20, Salt Creek Civil War Round Table.
Frank Crawford will speak on the Centralia Massacre in Missouri, September 27, 1864.
May 21, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI. Steve
Rogstad will discuss Lincoln’s Unorthodox Inaugural Train Journey. He will analyze speeches
Lincoln gave to audiences along the way, the assassination attempt that almost claimed his life in
Baltimore, and ways his unceremonious and clandestine arrival in the capital plagued his image
during the Civil War, 1 p.m.
May 25, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI. Author Sidney Blumenthal will discuss and sign A

All members and guests are invited to participate
in the session to be held at the Barrington Area
Library, on Saturday, May 21, 2016, from 10:00
a.m. until noon. Second vice president Wayne
Rhine will lead the discussion on all aspects of the
naval war including the blockade, the development of ironclads, and USS Kearsage vs. CSS
Alabama.
These discussions are generally held on the
third Saturday of the month from September
through June. They are held to generate and foster
a free exchange of ideas on Civil War events.

Self-Made Man: The Political Life of Abraham
Lincoln, 1809-1849, the first in a multi-volume
history of Abraham Lincoln, 7 p.m.
drum roll, May 2016

Annual Banquet
The annual banquet of the Northern Illinois Civil
War Round Table will be held June 3, 2016, at
Concorde Banquets, Kildeer, Illinois. Brian Steele
Wills will speak on George Thomas. Reservations
should be sent to Tom DeFranco by May 27.

Book Discussion Group
The Civil War book discussion group led by Tom
DeFranco at the Eisenhower Library, 4613 North
Oketo, Harwood Heights, meets on the first Saturday of the month from 10:00 until 11:30 a.m. On
May 7 the group will discuss Forts Henry and
Donelson.

Women’s Civil War Book Club
The Civil War book club for women is on hiatus
until the spring. When they meet again they will
discuss Blaze of Glory by Jeff Shaara. If you are
interested in joining the group, contact Denise
Limburg at dlimburg@prodigy.net or (847) 3821022 or Mary Banks at zeller1@comcast.net or
(847) 497-3149.

To Contribute to the Drum Roll
All members are welcome to contribute items to
the newsletter. Articles should be whatever length
is necessary to cover the subject. If you have information to share, please send it to Sally Smith,
328 Eastern Avenue, Barrington, Illinois 60010 or
e-mail drum_roll4@juno.com.
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April Raffle
2015–16 Officers and Trustees
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Corresponding Sec.
Membership
Historian
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee

Patrick McCormick
Charles Carr
Wayne Rhine
Bruce Allardice
Tom Defranco, Jr.
Sarah McDougall
Kathleen Lange
Charles Brenneman
Wayne Rhine
Kathleen Lange
Alisa Corsi
Danielle Kafka
Fred Reczkowicz

Appointed Positions
Book Raffle
Charles Banks
Newsletter Editor
Sally Smith

Roster Changes
New recruits
Mr. Edward Cullen
801 East Marion Street
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60004-4946
(847) 253-0135
e-mail eljcullen@yahoo.com
Mr. Bob Kast
(847) 895-8195
e-mail bobkast1034@yahoo.com

The lucky winners at the April book raffle were
Mark Ostrand, who won the DVD Battle of
Chickamauga; Mike Brown, who won Braxton
Bragg & Confederate Defeat, Vol. I, by Grady
McWhiney; Paul Wydra, who won All for the
Regiment: The Army of the Ohio, 1861–1862 by
Gerald J. Prokopowicz; and Kirby Smith, who
won Chattanooga: A Death Grip on the Confederacy by James Lee McDonough.
Congratulations to the winners and sincere
thanks to the donors. To donate Civil War–related
books or items, please contact Charlie Banks.

Election of Officers
Officers for the 2016–2017 club year will be
elected at the regular meeting on May 6, 2016.
The nominating committee of the Northern Illinois Civil War Round Table is pleased to present
the slate of nominees for election to each of the
indicated positions.
President
Charles Carr
1st Vice President
Wayne Rhine
Secretary
Bruce Allardice
Treasurer
Tom DeFranco
Corresponding Sec.
Danielle Kafka
Historian
Pat McCormick
Volunteers are still needed to fill some positions. Anyone who is interested should contact Pat
McCormick. Additional nominations may be
made at that meeting with the consent of the
nominee, who must be a current member of the
Northern Illinois Civil War Round Table.

To learn more about this Round Table
visit our website at www.northernilcwrt.org

