Volume 35

338th Regular Meeting
Number 7
March 3, 2017

Historical reality of state sovereignty vs. union
Friday, March 3, 2017, 7:30 p.m.
Arlington Heights Historical Museum
110 West Fremont Street, Arlington Heights, Illinois

Disunion
and Secession

Harold Knudsen

I

n 1789 the United States entered a new era,
creating a stronger national government intended to raise the country from its “state of
imbecility under the Articles of Confederation” —
as critics of the weak post–war years government
described it. In April of that year, the first Congress assembled in the new capital of New York
City, President Washington was inaugurated, and
the Congress penned the terms of office for the
three branches of government and also wrote the
Bill of Rights. The government was born.
Today we imagine that the Founding Fathers
were like-minded men of liberty who built our
republic in relative harmony. The truth is that the
schisms, disunion sentiments, and threats of secession began with the founding of the nation. In
fact, the secession of 1860 had its origins in

the regional and party divisions of the early republic, which started with almost half the nation
and their representatives squarely against the ratification of the new Constitution at the state ratifying conventions in 1788.
Through the 1790s, these divergent views continued as the Federalists and Republicans battled
over the issues. They were ever divided by their
vision of how the Constitution should be understood and followed and which was the higher
power: the states or the federal government.
Harold Knudsen has been working on a book
about Federalist Fisher Ames (1758–1808). In the
process, he has come to know through the writings, speeches, statements, and letters of Ames
and others of the founding generation the littleknown (today) historical reality of how state sovereignty vs. union was viewed in the early republic, and how the two major parties of the day
fought almost to the point of secession several
times before 1860.
Knudsen will discuss how the two parties
emerged, what they believed, and what their philosophies of governance were, as well as how regionalism created North and South, which was
further aligned by party differences, and how disunion was at times as strong a sentiment as the
idea of union. The fact that the republic survived
to 1860 without secession was much more a matter of diplomacy and adequate power sharing/
representation in the federal government than any
notion of “a more perfect union.”
If you would like to join us for dinner with Harold Knudsen at 5:30 p.m. before the meeting on
March 3 at Sam’s of Arlington restaurant, 1863
West Central Road, Arlington Heights, please
contact me at ccars@comcast.net or telephone
(847) 738-4141. — Charles Carr

The March meeting is back at the Arlington Heights Historical Museum

General George Gordon Meade
By Pat McCormick

O

He saw action in the Seven Days campaign, espen Friday, February 3, 2017, the Northern
cially at Mechanicsville, Gaines Mill, and GlenIllinois Civil War Round Table was
dale. At Malvern Hill he was wounded. Although
graced with the presence of none other
he would soon return to duty, the long-term efthan General George Gordon Meade (portrayed
fects of this wound would lead to his death at 56
by Anthony Waskie.)
in 1872. At Antietam Meade was given temporary
Dressed in his finest major general’s uniform,
command of Joseph Hooker’s I Corps when
General Meade led us through his pre-war days.
Hooker was wounded — despite being the junior
He was born on December 31, 1815, in Cadiz,
of Hooker’s three division comSpain. (Because his parents were
manders.
American citizens, he was autoAfter leading the Pennsylvania
matically a citizen, despite being
Reserve division at Fredericksburg
born abroad.) His father was one of
(where his command enjoyed the
the richest men in the world at the
only success of the day, but had to
time, living in Spain for business
fall back due to insufficient supreasons. The general related that
port), Meade led V Corps at Chanhis father fought against Napoleon
cellorsville and then in the pursuit
in the Peninsular War as well.
of Lee’s army into Maryland and
When the family moved back to
Pennsylvania. While on that camthe United States, they stationed
paign, Meade was stunned to be
themselves in Philadelphia. Unforinformed that, as of June 28, 1863,
tunately, Meade senior became
he was in command of the Army of
bankrupt, so growing up in the lap
the Potomac. Although congratuof luxury was not to be George
lated by his good friend and fellow
Meade’s lot.
Pennsylvanian, General John ReyMeade attended West Point,
General George Gordon Meade took
graduating as an engineer. As a
command of the Army of the Potomac nolds, Meade likened the promoon June 28, 1863.
tion to an execution. Nonetheless
staff officer during the Mexican
he pressed on, first needing to find
War, he served on the staffs of first
out where his troops were.
Zachary Taylor and then Winfield Scott; during
The general then took us through the Gettysthe latter service he became friends with his eventual opponent, Robert E. Lee. However, the staff
burg Campaign. The wing commanded by Reywas top-heavy with engineering officers, and
nolds made contact with the Confederates on July
1. Although Reynolds was killed early on, he had
Meade was sent back home to the Coastal Survey
recommended Gettysburg as a good place to fight
while the war was still on. Thus the majority of
Lee, and Meade trusted his friend’s judgment.
his pre–1861 service was spent performing engineering duty. He was responsible for the construcGeneral Meade then took us through the three
days of the battle, emphasizing (with good reason)
tion of ten coastal lighthouses — three in New
that all this happened when he was brand new to
Jersey and seven in Florida — some of which still
Army command. He also successfully defended
stand. He also, for a time, led the surveying of the
what many (including President Lincoln) saw as a
Great Lakes (both soundings and shoreline maphesitant pursuit. In fact, given the circumstances,
ping), surveying Lakes Huron and Superior.
it was about what should have been expected.
Meade was pleased to relate that he was appointed a brigadier general in 1861 and assigned
On behalf of the round table, I would like to
thank George Meade/Anthony Waskie for a lively
to command a brigade in General George
presentation.
McCall’s division of the Pennsylvania Reserves.
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March Events

March Saturday Discussion

March 9, Lake County Civil War Round Table.
Rich Garling will speak on Flags of the Confederate States of America.
March 10, Second Friday Lecture Series, Civil
War Museum, Kenosha, WI. David Noe will
speak on the Luck of the Merrimack, noon. Free
program is sponsored by the Milwaukee Civil
War Roundtable and the Iron Brigade Association. Information on all Civil War Museum programs is available at (262) 653-4140 or at
www.thecivilwarmuseum.org.
March 10, Chicago Civil War Round Table. Paul
Kahan will speak on Simon Cameron, Lincoln’s
First Secretary of War.
March 11, Civil War Expo and Nineteenth Century Makers Day, Civil War Museum, Kenosha,
WI. Living history and heritage groups, and Civil
War Round Tables from around the Midwest will
present samples of their programming and have
informational tables set up throughout the museum. Modern makers influenced by trades and
crafts of the past will demonstrate their crafts and
sell their wares, 11 a.m.–3 p.m.
March 14, McHenry County Civil War Round
Table. Ed Urban will speak on McHenry County
and the Civil War.
March 17, Salt Creek Civil War Round Table.
Brian Conroy will speak on Military Academies
During the Civil War.

All members and guests are invited to participate
in the session to be held at the Barrington Area
Library on Saturday, March 18, 2017, from 10:00
a.m. until noon. The discussion will cover the
events leading up to the Gettysburg Campaign and
the first day of the Battle of Gettysburg.
These discussions are generally held on the
third Saturday of the month from September
through June. They are held to generate and foster
a free exchange of ideas on Civil War events.

Eisenhower Library Discussion
The Civil War discussion group that ordinarily
meets at the Eisenhower Library, Harwood
Heights, will meet March 4 at Tom DeFranco’s
apartment, 9273 Fairway Drive, Apt. 316, Des
Plaines, to view a documentary and discuss it,
subject to be determined.

To Contribute to the Drum Roll
All members are welcome to contribute items to
the newsletter. Appropriate subjects include book
reviews, family histories, travel reports, and recent research. If you have information to share,
please send it to Sally Smith, 328 Eastern Avenue,
Barrington, Illinois 60010; (847) 381-6486; or
e-mail drum_roll4@juno.com.
drum roll, March 2017

Women’s Civil War Book Club
The Civil War book club for women will meet at
2 p.m., March 19, 2017, at the home of Connie
Rawa, 1961 Jamestown, Palatine, to discuss
Spymistress by Jennifer Chiaverini. If you are interested in joining the group, contact Denise Limburg at dlimburg@prodigy.net or (847) 382-1022
or Mary Banks at zeller1@comcast.net or telephone (847) 497-3149.

January Board Meeting
The board of directors of the Northern Illinois
Civil War Round Table met at the Barrington
Area Library on January 21, 2017. At the meeting
the board appointed Pat McCormick assistant
treasurer to aid Tom DeFranco during his illness.
Dues checks, new member forms, and other material pertaining to the treasury may be sent to either
Pat McCormick, 1444 North Lee Boulevard,
Berkeley, Illinois 60163-1314, or Tom DeFranco,
9273 Fairway Drive, Apt. 316, Des Plaines, Illinois 60016-1720.
The board also discussed duties of officers at
some length; a committee is going to propose
some rule changes for duties and for which offices
should be elected and which appointed.
Also discussed were recruiting and attracting
new members. Several initiatives that have been
effective in other clubs were explored.
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Book Raffle
2016–17 Officers and Trustees
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Corresponding Sec.
Membership
Historian
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee

Charles Carr
Wayne Rhine
Bruce Allardice
Tom Defranco, Jr.
Danielle Kafka
Pat McCormick
Kathleen Lange
Alisa Corsi
Danielle Kafka
Fred Reczkowicz
Denise Limburg
Tom Gavigan

Appointed Positions
Book Raffle
Charles Banks
Newsletter Editor
Sally Smith

No book raffle was held at the February 3, 2017,
meeting because of the illness of Charlie Banks.
However, he expects to be back and in fine form
for the March meeting.
Money raised from the book raffles goes into
the Sites Fund. The Sites Committee allocates the
funds to battlefield and historic site preservation
organizations.

It’s a Fact
The erratic behavior of Confederate generals
Braxton Bragg, Joe Wheeler, and John Bell Hood
has been attributed by some historians to their
consumption of whiskey laced with opiates.
From A Military Miscellany edited by Thomas Ayres.

Speakers 2016–2017
March 3

Harold Knudsen

Disunion Sentiments and Secession Threats, 1788–1860

April 7

Steve Fratt

Civil War Battle Tactics

May 5

Daniel Josephs

Illinois 82nd Regiment

June 2

Wayne Motts

The National Civil War Museum in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

To learn more about the Northern Illinois Civil War Round Table
visit our website at www.northernilcwrt.org

