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Irish veteran quickly showed his military ability
Friday, March 4, 2016, 7:30 p.m.
Arlington Heights Memorial Library
500 North Dunton Avenue, Arlington Heights, Illinois

General
Patrick R. Cleburne

Lee White

O

f the foreign-born officers who served the
Confederacy, there was probably none
better than Patrick Ronayne Cleburne of
County Cork, Ireland. And his standing would
remain high even if you included the U.S. natives
in Rebel command, for that matter.
Cleburne came to the Confederate Army from
Arkansas, where he had lived before the war. The
Irish veteran of the British army quickly showed
his military ability on the field of Shiloh, where
he commanded a brigade. His fighting reputation
was further burnished at Richmond and Perryville,
both in Kentucky, and then at Stones River as

1862 ended — by which time he was in division
command.
In 1863 Cleburne gained further laurels in the
Tullahoma campaign and at Chickamauga, where
his division was heavily involved on both days,
after which he joined the rest of the army in besieging the defeated Federals in the gateway city
of Chattanooga.
Perhaps Cleburne’s zenith came in the last year
of his life, from November 1863 to November
1864, when his performance reached new heights
around Chattanooga and then continued on
through the Atlanta campaign until he finally met
his fate in Tennessee. (Despite his successes Cleburne never rose above division command, save
temporarily.)
On Friday, March 4, Lee White will lead us
through the general’s final 12 months with Let Us
Die Like Men: The Last Year of General Patrick
R. Cleburne.
Lee White is an interpretive ranger at Chickamauga–Chattanooga National Military Park and
well known to many of us in the Northern Illinois
Civil War Round Table from our trips to the park.
He is also a native of North Georgia, having been
raised in LaFayette. A contributing member of the
Emerging Civil War website community, he is
also the author of Bushwhacking on a Grand
Scale (Savas-Beatie, 2013), an introductory narrative on the battle of Chickamauga. Please welcome Lee White and join us to hear his presentation at the Arlington Heights Memorial Library.
If you would like to join us for dinner with Lee
White at 5:30 p.m. before the meeting March 4 at
Sam’s of Arlington restaurant, 1863 West Central
Road, Arlington Heights, please contact me at
splat99@comcast.net or (708) 306-5966 by
Wednesday, March 2. — Pat McCormick

Please note the March Friday meeting is back at the library

Sickles at Gettysburg
By Pat McCormick

O

n Friday, February 5, Dave Powell led us
Meade, Sickles moved forward. When General
through one of the most controversial
James Longstreet’s late afternoon attack launched,
battlefield moves of the Civil War:
it hit Sickles’s corps first.
Daniel Sickles’s unauthorized advance at GettysSickles would claim for the rest of his life that
burg on July 2, 1863.
his move broke Longstreet’s momentum and
He started off with a summary of the general’s
saved the day — but as Powell demonstrated, it
pre-war life and early war career. Dan Sickles was
was a blunder that endangered the entire army.
a classic, albeit vice-prone, Tammany Hall politiFor starters, Sickles misunderstood the threat of
cian (the original “Fast Eddie” in Powell’s
the high ground to his front. Due to the differwords.) In 1859 his star suddenly fell with the
ences between converging fire (Chancellorsville)
scandal surrounding his murder of his wife’s
and diverging fire (here), the position was a minilover, even though he was acquitted. Sickles’s
mal threat to Sickles’s original position. This mischance for redemption
understanding pointed
came with the Civil
up the difference beWar, when he raised an
tween amateur and proentire brigade of New
fessional soldiers: West
York troops. He led his
Point training would
Excelsior Brigade at
have better equipped
Seven Pines, but missed
Sickles to understand
most of its subsequent
the differences between
combat. Still, he eventuthe two different terally moved up to divirains.
sion command and was
Sickles also stretched
made a major general.
out his corps to the point
When his friend Jowhere it was insufficient
seph Hooker was
to cover the ground and
Dan Sickles visiting Gettysburg in 1886
placed in command of
placed his flanks in vulthe Army of the Potonerable positions. The
mac, Sickles was eleresult, as Powell pointed
vated to command of the 3rd Corps, the only nonout, was that Longstreet’s 18,000 men attacked
West Pointer in corps command with that army.
about 32,000 defenders — ordinarily a suicidal
At Chancellorsville he protested when ordered to
move in a Civil War battle — yet the Confederevacuate Hazel Grove, an excellent artillery posiates inflicted more casualties than they suffered
tion. His fears proved well-founded when the Reand came close to unraveling the entire Union pobels placed guns there to great effect, and the incisition. It was Sickles’s unauthorized advance that
dent had a significant impact on the general’s
had disrupted the Federal line’s cohesion and immilitary psyche.
periled the entire army.
At Gettysburg on July 2, 3rd Corps was placed
Sickles lost his leg during the fighting, and his
at the southern end of Cemetery Ridge, between
removal from the field allowed him to get his verthe higher ground on the ridge and the Round
sion of the story out there first. (He also propaTops. In front of Sickles’s position was an elevagated the theory that Meade had wanted to retreat
tion along the Emmitsburg Road, and Sickles
from Gettysburg.) As a result, the blunder became
feared a Chancellorsville repeat. Without seeking
a controversy instead of an obvious mistake, and
approval from new commanding general George
it continues to arouse debate today — though, as
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Powell noted, Gettysburg battlefield guides who
are ex-military uniformly condemn Sickles’s
move. Additionally, Sickles is the only Union
corps commander without a statue on the field —

not even a bust in the Excelsior Brigade monument.
On behalf of the round table, I would like to
thank Dave Powell for a fascinating presentation.

March Events

March Saturday Discussion

March 8, McHenry County Civil War Round Table. Tom Gavigan will speak on Lincoln and
Seward.
March 8, Behind the Scenes Tour, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI. Curator Doug Dammann will
lead a behind-the-scenes tour of the galleries and
spaces, 6:30 p.m., $25. Information on all Civil
War Museum programs is available at (262) 6534140 or www.thecivilwarmuseum.org.
March 10, Lake County Civil War Round Table.
Dr. Phil Price will speak on Oberlin Ohio, the
Town That Helped Start the Civil War.
March 18, Salt Creek Civil War Round Table.
John Horn will speak on the Siege of Petersburg,
August 1864.
March 11, Second Friday Lunchbox Series, Civil
War Museum, Kenosha, WI. Kurt Carlson will
speak on Chicago Backs the Boys in the Civil
War, noon. Free program sponsored by the Milwaukee Civil War Roundtable and the Iron Brigade Association.
March 11, Chicago Civil War Round Table.
Bruce Kraig will speak on Why the Civil War
Made Our Modern Food.
March 11–
11–April 17, Butler, Northlight Theatre,
Skokie, IL. Play tells the story of three escaped
slaves who seek sanctuary from General Butler.
Information is available at www.northlight.org or
(847) 673-6300.
March 12, Civil War Expo, Civil War Museum,
Kenosha, WI. Living history, heritage groups, and
Civil War Round Tables will showcase their programming, 10 a.m.–3 p.m. The Old Soldier Fiddlers will present Songs of the Civil War. David
Wege will discuss Company E, 6th Wisconsin.
March 13, Gettysburg: The First Day’s Fighting,
Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI. Steve Acker
will lead a workshop on those events, 1 p.m., $20.
March 15, Civil War Media Club, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI. Doug Dammann will moderate a discussion on Jeffrey Wert’s book, A Brotherhood of Valor, 7 p.m., $10.

All members and guests are invited to participate
in the session to be held at the Barrington Area
Library, on Saturday, March 19, 2016, from 10:00
a.m. until noon. Second vice president Wayne
Rhine will lead the continuing discussion on Civil
War generals. Participants are invited to discuss
their favorite general (of either side), apart from
Ulysses Grant and Robert E. Lee.
These discussions are generally held on the
third Saturday of the month from September
through June. They are held to generate and foster
a free exchange of ideas on Civil War events.
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Book Discussion Group
The Civil War book discussion group led by Tom
DeFranco at the Eisenhower Library, 4613 North
Oketo, Harwood Heights, meets on the first Saturday of the month from 10:00 until 11:30 a.m. On
March 5 the group will discuss the November 25,
1864, battle of Adobe Walls.

Women’s Civil War Book Club
The Civil War book club for women is on hiatus
until the spring. At that time they will discuss
Blaze of Glory by Jeff Shaara. If you are interested in joining the group, contact Denise Limburg at (847) 382-1022 or dlimburg@prodigy.net
or Mary Banks at zeller1@comcast.net or (847)
497-3149.

To Contribute to the Drum Roll
All members are welcome to contribute items to
the newsletter. Appropriate subjects include (but
are not limited to) book reviews, family histories,
travel reports, and recent research. Articles should
be whatever length is necessary to cover the subject. If you have information to share, please send
it to Sally Smith, 328 Eastern Avenue, Barrington,
Illinois 60010 or e-mail drum_roll4@juno.com.
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2015–16 Officers and Trustees
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Corresponding Sec.
Membership
Historian
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee

Patrick McCormick
Charles Carr
Wayne Rhine
Bruce Allardice
Tom Defranco, Jr.
Sarah McDougall
Kathleen Lange
Charles Brenneman
Wayne Rhine
Kathleen Lange
Alisa Corsi
Danielle Kafka
Fred Reczkowicz

Appointed Positions
Book Raffle
Charles Banks
Newsletter Editor
Sally Smith

The lucky winners at the February book raffle
were Susan Hirsch, who won The Gettysburg
Campaign: A Study in Command by Edwin B.
Coddington; Dan Joseph, who won U. S. Grant:
American Hero, American Myth by Joan Waugh;
Mary Banks, who won Unto This Hour by Tom
Wicker; Mark Ostrand, who won Gideon Welles:
Lincoln’s Navy Department by Richard S. West,
Jr.; and Charles Brenneman, who won The Civil
War Day by Day: An Almanac,1861–1865 by
E. B. Long.
Congratulations to the winners and sincere
thanks to the donors. To donate Civil War–related
books or items, please contact Charlie Banks.

2015–2016 Speakers
March 4

Lee White

Patrick Cleburne

April 1

Dave Jackson

The Talley War

May 6

Mark Lause

Price’s 1864 Raid

June 3

Brian Steele Wills

George Thomas

To learn more about this Round Table
visit our website at www.northernilcwrt.org

