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The Battle of
Ezra Church

Bruce Allardice

T

he Battle of Ezra Church was fought on
July 28, 1864, near Atlanta, the third in a
series of unsuccessful attacks by General
John Bell Hood’s Confederate Army of Tennessee
on General William T. Sherman’s Union army.
Sherman’s army stretched in an inverted U
around the northern defenses of Atlanta. Sherman
decided to cut off the railroad supply lines into
Atlanta, thus forcing the defending army to withdraw without a direct assault. To accomplish this
goal, Sherman transferred his easternmost army,
under Major General Oliver O. Howard, north and
west around the rest of the Union lines to the far
western side of Atlanta where the railroad entered
the city.
Hood, anticipating Sherman’s maneuver,
moved his troops out to oppose the Union army.
Hood planned to intercept them and catch them by
surprise with a flank attack.

The armies met on the afternoon of July 28
west of Atlanta, near Ezra Church. Unfortunately
for Hood, his disjointed attacks hit Howard’s
troops head on. The Confederate army suffered
heavy losses assaulting the Union army’s improvised breastwork of logs and rails. The rebels
were defeated, although they managed to stop
Howard from reaching the railroad line. The discouraged Confederates blamed Hood for the defeat, lamenting that they “had just enough soldiers
left for another killing.” One Confederate general
complained that his men “had been butchered” by
the high command.
On January 6, 2017, Bruce Allardice will discuss this battle, and in particular critique John
Bell Hood’s management (or lack thereof) of the
battle.
A graduate of the University of Illinois, Allardice has given numerous lectures and presentations
on the Civil War and genealogy for Civil War
Round Tables, museums, and civic organizations,
including several to this round table. Among his
publications is “‘It was Perfect Murder’: Stephen
D. Lee at Ezra Church,” an essay in Confederate
Generals in the Western Theater (vol. 3).
Allardice received the CWRT of Chicago’s
Nevins-Freeman Award for distinguished service
in Civil War Scholarship and the CWRT movement. He is a former board member of the Illinois
State Historical Society. An avid sports historian,
he heads the Civil War Baseball subcommittee for
the Society of American Baseball Research.
If you would like to join us for dinner with
Bruce Allardice at 5:30 p.m. before the meeting
on January 6 at Sam’s of Arlington restaurant,
1863 West Central Road, Arlington Heights,
please contact me at ccars@comcast.net or telephone (847) 738-4141. — Charles Carr

Please note that the January meeting is back at the library

The Angel of Marye’s Heights
By Pat McCormick

I

f you run across a monument to a named indisaw heavy action in the West Woods at Antietam;
vidual on a Civil War battlefield, chances are
Kirkland came through unscathed (though his forit will be a high-level officer, usually a genmer captain, Kennedy, was once again hit).
eral. On Friday, December 2, Tony Ziebol related
Just under three months later, Richard Kirkland
the story of one of the exceptions to this rule:
experienced his defining moment. On December
Richard Rowland Kirkland. In fact, it was an en13, 1862, the 2nd South Carolina was sent to reincounter with Kirkland’s monument that piqued
force the stone wall position on Marye’s Heights,
Ziebol’s interest.
which was under heavy (albeit futile) attack by
Richard Kirkland grew up in a small town north
successive waves of Union infantry. Night fell on
of Camden, South Carolina. When the state dethe bloody plain to the front of the Rebel position,
clared its secession in December 1860, he immeand the Aurora Borealis — a rarity in the Virginia
diately volunteered for military service, joining
skies — appeared. But Kirkland was more conwhat would become Company E of the 2nd South
cerned with the cries of the Federal wounded. By
Carolina Infantry. (The swearing-in occurred at
the next morning, the sergeant could stand no
the Kershaw-Cornwallis
more. He went to brigade comHouse, a structure at that time
mander General Joseph Kerknown primarily for its ties to
shaw to ask permission to aid
the Revolutionary War.) Three
the suffering enemy troops.
of Kirkland’s siblings would
Kershaw denied permission
also enlist, albeit in South
at first, then relented — but
Carolina cavalry regiments.
could not allow Kirkland to fly
The 2nd South Carolina
a truce flag. Kirkland was on
witnessed the bombardment of
his own, risking being shot at
Fort Sumter in April 1861, and
any time as he went about his
The Kirkland Monument at
then was sent to Richmond
mission of mercy. He borFredericksburg National Military Park.
before Virginia had even offirowed canteens from comcially seceded. A head-on train
rades, filled them from a well,
collision drew blood in the 2nd before the unit
and then moved out into the plain. At first scathad even fought in a battle.
tered shots were directed his way (he was probaThey were engaged at First Manassas, where E
bly taken to be a scavenger) but as the shooters
company’s commander, Captain Kennedy, rerealized the errand of mercy Kirkland was on,
ceived the first of his 21 wartime wounds. The
they held their fire. Kirkland succored the
next notable action seen by the 2nd was in the
wounded with water, bound up wounds, applied
Seven Days Campaign, at Savage’s Station and
tourniquets — whatever he could do.
Malvern Hill. One of Richard Kirkland’s close
Ziebol related that there is no concrete proof of
friends, by the name of Truesdale, was killed at
Kirkland’s exploit, and in fact his identity was not
the former battle. Kirkland was allowed to go to
known to the public until 20 years after the war,
Richmond to wire the Truesdale family concernwhen Joseph Kershaw confirmed the identity of
ing their loss, and thus missed Malvern Hill.
the Good Samaritan. But there are enough conBy the Maryland campaign of September 1862,
temporary references that it probably happened.
Kirkland had been promoted to First Sergeant —
Kirkland went on to see action at Chancellorsdirectly from private, no less — and had transville (especially Salem Church) and Gettysburg.
ferred to Company G, where he would join a larHowever, while most of the Army of Northern
ger contingent of hometown comrades. The 2nd
Virginia had a largely uneventful fall, most of
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General James Longstsreet’s Corps was transferred to Georgia to aid General Braxton Bragg’s
Army of Tennessee. Arriving on the field at
Chickamauga between the second and third days
of battle, the South Carolinians found themselves
part of the Confederate breakthrough on September 20, 1863. In the afternoon the 2nd South Carolina made several assaults on Horseshoe Ridge,
having the misfortune to face the Colt repeating
rifles of the 21st Ohio. Kirkland was killed there,
while covering the retreat of some comrades.
But thanks to his heroics at Fredericksburg,
Kirkland became immortalized as the “Angel of
Marye’s Heights”; his monument was sculpted by
the same artist who produced the iconic Iwo Jima
flag-raising monument. For many years now, a
canteen has hung from Kirkland’s statue. Who
places it there is unknown, but whenever it decays
or is taken, a new one appears.
On behalf of the round table I would like to
thank Tony Ziebol for familiarizing us with Richard Rowland Kirkland.

In Memoriam
Long-time member Walter “Bud” Ostrand, Jr., of
Schaumburg, father of member Mark Ostrand,
passed away on December 14, 2016. Our condolences to his family.

Eisenhower Library Discussion
The Civil War discussion group led by Tom
DeFranco at the Eisenhower Library, 4613 North
Oketo Avenue, Harwood Heights, meets on the
first Saturday of the month from 10:00 until 11:30
a.m. On January 7 the group will discuss the Mississippi River from Island No. 10 to Memphis.

Women’s Civil War Book Club
The Civil War book club for women will meet at
2 p.m., January 22, 2017, at the home of Denise
Limburg to discuss Mrs. Grant and Madame Jule
by Jennifer Chiaverini. If you are interested in
joining the group, contact Denise Limburg at
dlimburg@prodigy.net or (847) 382-1022 or
Mary Banks at zeller1@comcast.net or telephone
(847) 497-3149.
drum roll, January 2017

January Saturday Discussion
All members and guests are invited to participate
in the session to be held at the Barrington Area
Library on Saturday, January 21, 2017, from
10:00 a.m. until noon. The topic of the day will be
Burnside's Greatest Hits: Fredericksburg and the
Mud March.
These discussions are generally held on the
third Saturday of the month from September
through June. They are held to generate and foster
a free exchange of ideas on Civil War events.

January Events
January 12, Lake County Civil War Round Table.
The group will watch and discuss Free State of
Jones. Popcorn and soda will be provided.
January 13, Second Friday Lecture Series, Civil
War Museum, Kenosha, WI. Rob Girardi will discuss the nature of corps command and rate some
of the more prominent generals in that capacity,
noon. Free program is sponsored by the Milwaukee Civil War Roundtable and the Iron Brigade
Association. Information on all Civil War Museum programs is available at (262) 653-4140 or
www.thecivilwarmuseum.org.
January 13, Chicago Civil War Round Table.
Richard Sommers will discuss Lessons in Leadership in the Petersburg Campaign.
January 14, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI.
James M. Cornelius, Ph.D., Curator, Lincoln
Presidential Library & Museum, Springfield, will
discuss Emancipation: Conspiracy, Politics, or
Providence? 2 p.m.
January 18, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI. Dr.
Gordon Dammann, founder of the National Museum of Civil War Medicine and historical consultant for the Public Television series Mercy
Street, will provide historical context for a sneak
preview of season 2. Also in attendance will be
re-enactors from the 17th Medical Corps, who
will demonstrate Civil War medical care and techniques, 7 p.m. The program is free, but reservations should be made at www.mptv.org.
January 28, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI.
Steve Acker will look at the Petersburg campaign,
not as a siege, but as nine separate battles held
over a nine-month period, 1 p.m., $25/$20 Friends
of the Museum.

December Raffle
The lucky winners at the December book raffle
were Bruce Allardice, who won Thunder from a
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Clear Sky: Stovepipe Johnson’s Confederate
Raid on Newburgh, Indiana by Raymond Mulesky; Mark Ostrand, who won Causes Won, Lost,
and Forgotten by Gary W. Gallagher; Danielle
Kafka, who won Forgotten Confederates: An Anthology about Black Southerners edited by
Charles Barrow, J. H. Segars, and R. B.
Rosenberg; Mary Banks, who won God Rest Ye

Merry, Soldiers: A True Civil War Christmas
Story by James McIvor; Wayne Rhine, who won
Gray Ghost: The Life of Col. John Singleton
Mosby by James A. Ramage; Alfred Kitch, who
won The Smoothbore Volley That Doomed the
Confederacy by Robert K. Krick; and Pat McCormick, who won Attack and Die by Grady McWhiney and Perry D. Jamieson.
Congratulations to the winners and sincere
thanks to the donors.

Speakers 2016–2017
February 3

Anthony Waskie

Major General George Meade

March 3

Harold Knudsen

Disunion Sentiments and Secession Threats, 1788–1860

April 7

Steve Fratt

Civil War Battle Tactics

May 5

Daniel Josephs

Illinois 82nd Regiment

June 2

Wayne Motts

The National Civil War Museum in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

To learn more about the Northern Illinois Civil War Round Table
visit our website at www.northernilcwrt.org

