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Civil War Battlefield
As Game Board

screens ceased to be just a military activity and
spawned a hobby that continues to thrive. Many
people who participate in this hobby have believed that one of the virtues of playing a military
simulation game is that it teaches us something
meaningful about the historical event it attempts
to portray. This may in fact be true for many war
games, but is it the case for games that attempt to
simulate the great battles of the Civil War? Virtually all major, and many minor, Civil War battles
have been simulated to various levels, but what
can be learned from the simulations?
On January 8, 2016, Dr. Gerald Prokopowicz
will delve into this fascinating world, and what we
can (or cannot) learn from it.
Gerald J. Prokopowicz is the author of Did Lin-

coln Own Slaves? Frequently Asked Questions
and Answers about Abraham Lincoln and All for
the Regiment: The Army of the Ohio, 1861–1862,

Gerry Prokopowicz

H

uman beings have been playing games
related to war, like chess, for almost as
long as they have been fighting wars. In
the decades before the Civil War, military men in
Europe began to use military simulations in the
form of tabletop war games as a method of training officers. After the Civil War, some American
officers did the same. Professional war simulations have continued in use. Some incidents, such
as the Japanese game prior to Midway or the absence of German leaders on D-Day due to an impending war game, are famous.
In the 20th Century, the idea of recreating wars
and battles on maps, terrain models, and computer

as well as the online host of Civil War Talk Radio
(http://www.voiceamerica.com/show/2205/civilwar-talk-radio). He served for nine years as Lincoln Scholar at the Lincoln Museum in Fort
Wayne, IN, where he helped create the awardwinning exhibit, Abraham Lincoln and the American Experiment, and edited Lincoln Lore. Prokopowicz is a member of the advisory boards of
the Lincoln Studies Center and the Lincoln Forum, and holds a law degree from the University
of Michigan and a Ph.D. in history from Harvard
University. He is currently a professor of history
at East Carolina University in Greenville, NC.
If you would like to join us for dinner with
Gerry Prokopowicz at Sam’s of Arlington restaurant, 1863 West Central Road, Arlington Heights,
at 5:30 p.m. on January 8, please contact me at
splat99@comcast.net or (708) 306-5966 by
Wednesday, January 6. — Pat McCormick

Please note the January Friday night meeting is back at the library

George Armstrong Custer
In the Shenandoah Valley
By Pat McCormick

O

n Friday night, December 4, 2015, Kevin
facing off against a mixed batch of General “Fitz”
Connelly spoke to the Northern Illinois
Lee’s cavalry and General Joe Kershaw’s infantry
Civil War Round Table about General
at Crooked Run. He acquitted himself very well in
George Armstrong Custer’s combat record in the
this fight. Then a few weeks he later got himself
Shenandoah Valley in 1864–65.
into a tough spot against General John BreckinConnelly first briefly delved into Custer’s backridge at Shepherdstown but managed to escape
ground prior to the campaign in question. Born in
across the Potomac. At the Opequon on SeptemOhio, Custer moved
ber 19, Custer spearto Michigan as a child
headed the initial
and eventually was
crossing of the creek
selected for West
north of the main batPoint, where he
tle and then played a
graduated 34th of 34
crucial role in the
in his class. (Connelly
flank attack that put
did point out that had
General Jubal Early’s
his Southern classConfederates to flight.
mates not left, he
Following the Opewould have been only
quon, Custer was ele5th from last.)
vated from brigade to
However, he had a
command of the Third
talent for getting himDivision. His first efself noticed by such
fort in divisional comluminaries as generals
mand was at Tom’s
General
Philip
H.
Sheridan
and
staff:
James
William
Forsyth,Wesley
Winfield Scott and
Brook, where he and
Merritt, Thomas Casimer Devin, and George Armstrong Custer.
George McClellan,
his rival, General
and by mid-1863 he
Wesley Merritt, faced
was on cavalry chief Alfred Pleasonton’s staff.
their divisions against the cavalry of generals
From there, he was one of three captains jumped
Lunsford Lomax and Tom Rosser. (Rosser was
to brigadier just before Gettysburg, where he first
also a close friend of Custer’s from West Point
gained national notice. He gained further laurels
days.) The Federals routed the Confederates, and
in and around the 1864 Overland Campaign, and
Custer made sure he grabbed six cannon after he
when most of the Army of the Potomac’s cavalry
learned Merritt had five. Custer then played a key
was sent to the Shenandoah Valley in late sumrole in the counterattack and rout of Early at Cemer, Custer and his crack Michigan Brigade were
dar Creek on October 19 and again at the destrucincluded.
tion of Early’s remnants at Waynesboro in March
It is Connelly’s thesis that it was in the Shenan1865.
doah that Custer fully raised himself to icon
Connelly’s portrayal of Custer was one of constatus, gaining the acclaim that would follow him
sistent and often spectacular success in the Shenclear up to (and even after) his famous end 12
andoah, and on behalf of the Round Table I would
years later. Early in the campaign, Custer found
like to thank him for an interesting and enlightenhimself, with his own and Tom Devin’s brigades,
ing presentation.
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January Events

January Saturday Discussion

January 8, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI. Author David Moore will explore the career of William S. Rosecrans and explain why he was so important to the Union victory, noon. Program sponsored by the Milwaukee Civil War Round Table
and the Iron Brigade Association. Information on
all Civil War Museum programs is available at
(262) 653-4140 or www.thecivilwarmuseum.org.
January 8, Chicago Civil War Round Table.
David Moore will speak on William S. Rosecrans.
January 13, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI.
Preview screening of new PBS series, Mercy
Street, featuring nurses on opposite sides of the
conflict, 7 p.m.; discussion with museum staff follows. RSVP by January 12, mptvrsvp@matc.edu
or (414) 297-7514.
January 15, Salt Creek Civil War Round Table.
Robert Girardi will speak on The Real Warren
Never Got into the Books.

All members and guests are invited to participate
in the session to be held at the Barrington Area
Library, on Saturday, January 16, 2016, from
10:00 a.m. until noon. Second vice president
Wayne Rhine will lead the discussion on the early
battles of 1861.
These discussions are generally held on the
third Saturday of the month from September
through June. They are held to generate and foster
a free exchange of ideas on Civil War events.

Book Discussion Group
The Civil War book discussion group led by Tom
DeFranco at the Eisenhower Library, 4613 North
Oketo, Harwood Heights, meets on the first Saturday of the month from 10:00 until 11:30 a.m. On
January 2 the group will continue the discussion
of No Better Place To Die: The Battle of Stones
River by Peter Cozzens.

Women’s Civil War Book Club
The Civil War book club for women is on hiatus
until the spring. At that time they will discuss
Blaze of Glory by Jeff Shaara. If you are interested in joining the group, contact Denise Limburg at (847) 382-1022 or dlimburg@prodigy.net
or Mary Banks at zeller1@comcast.net or (847)
497-3149.

Dues Are Due
Dues forms and checks should be sent to treasurer
Tom DeFranco, 4844 North Ridgewood Avenue,
Norridge, Illinois 60706-2941. Dues are $55 family, $45 individual, and $5 student. A sustaining
membership is any payment over the normal rates.
Deduct $5 if you receive the newsletter by e-mail.
drum roll, January 2016

Drugs and Medicines
In the Civil War
During the war, the North could import the latest
drugs from Europe, including critical supplies of
quinine. Not so in the blockaded South. The Confederacy was forced to establish medical laboratories to produce drugs for military use.
These labs turned out medicines concocted, for
the most part, from indigenous plants, including
ground leaves, tree bark, and roots. By the end of
the war, Southerners were demonstrating unusual
inventiveness by developing experimental plant
species with medicinal qualities through grafting
and cross-pollination. They managed to produce
opium, but a substitute for quinine eluded them.
Quinine was the most valuable of all the war’s
medicines because it was effective in treating malaria as well as other ailments.
The most common medicine of the war, by far,
was alcohol in the form of medicinal whiskey and
brandy. Powdered leaves from toxic plants,
opium, silkweed roots, cayenne pepper, and other
questionable “medicines” were mixed with whiskey to treat a wide range of illnesses.
From A Military Miscellany edited by Thomas Ayres.

To Contribute to the Drum Roll
All members are welcome to contribute items to
the newsletter. Appropriate subjects include (but
are not limited to) book reviews, family histories,
travel reports, and recent research. Articles should
be whatever length is necessary to cover the subject. If you have information to share, please send
it to Sally Smith, 328 Eastern Avenue, Barrington,
Illinois 60010 or e-mail drum_roll4@juno.com.
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2015–16 Officers and Trustees
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Corresponding Sec.
Membership
Historian
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee

Patrick McCormick
Charles Carr
Wayne Rhine
Bruce Allardice
Tom Defranco, Jr.
Sarah McDougall
Jerry Allen
Kathleen Lange
Charles Brenneman
Wayne Rhine
Kathleen Lange
Alisa Corsi
Danielle Kafka
Fred Reczkowicz

Appointed Positions
Book Raffle
Charles Banks
Newsletter Editor
Sally Smith

December Raffle
The lucky winners at the December book raffle
were Kathleen Lange, who won A Stillness at Appomattox by Bruce Catton; Jerry Allen, who won
The Battle of South Mountain by John David
Hoptak; Mary Banks, who won Wilderness Campaign by Edward Steere; Danielle Kafka, who
won Their Tattered Flags: The Epic of the Confederacy by Frank E. Vandiver; and Bernie Gould,
who won Pat Cleburne: Confederate General by
Howell and Elizabeth Purdue.
Congratulations to the winners and sincere
thanks to the donors. To donate Civil War–related
books or items, please contact Charlie Banks.

2015–2016 Speakers
January 8

Gerry Propokowicz

Battlefield Leadership

February 5

Dave Powell

Sickles at Gettysburg

March 4

Lee White

Patrick Cleburne

April 1

Dave Jackson

The Talley War

May 6

Mark Lause

Price’s 1864 Raid

June 3

Brian Steele Wills

George Thomas

To learn more about this Round Table call Jerry Allen at (847) 516-6429
or visit our website at www.northernilcwrt.org

