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Sioux Uprising
of 1862

Jerry Allen

W

ith the beginning of the Civil War in
1861, everyday life in the western
states suddenly became a lot more dangerous. Before the war, the U.S. Army was stationed primarily on the borders, its main military
mission to secure coastal defenses and protect the
vast western frontier. With white settlement pushing ever farther west across the Mississippi, conflict with the many tribes of American Indians
who also called that land home was inevitable.
Thus, with the exception of the War with Mexico, most soldiers’ combat experiences came in

fighting or chasing those natives, much of it in
Texas or on the great northern plains. Before they
faced the ordeal of battlefields like Chickamauga
and Gettysburg, many a young regular soldier had
pursued a raiding war party or felt the searing pain
of an Indian arrow or bullet. But when war
erupted between North and South, those regulars
all marched east. Across the frontier, western settlements — be they in states still in the Union or
in the new Confederacy — felt imperiled.
In Texas, it is estimated that the settlement
frontier retreated eastward almost 100 miles. In
the northwest, Fort Laramie, guarding the Oregon
Trail, was virtually abandoned, the regulars replaced by volunteers. To many Dakota and Northern Cheyenne tribesmen, it seemed as if white settlement was finally in retreat. For the bands
known collectively as the Eastern Dakota —
whose territory ranged from Minnesota through
the modern-day states of North and South Dakota
and reached as far south as the Iowa border —
conflicts with the whites did not abate. Both Iowa
and Minnesota were well populated, having been
admitted to the Union in 1846 and 1856, respectively; they were hardly going to be abandoned.
Ongoing disputes boiled over in the summer of
1862. That conflict would become known variously as the Sioux Uprising of 1862, the Dakota
War of 1862, or Little Crow’s War. In place of the
regular army, several regiments of Minnesota volunteers, who enlisted with the expectation of going south to fight Rebels, soon found war on their
very doorsteps.
Please join me in welcoming our next speaker,
known to all of us, who will be relating the details
of this little-known campaign on January 9, 2015.
Jerry Allen is a Wisconsin native, a long-time
member of the Northern Illinois Civil War Round
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Table, and a Northern Illinois past president twice
over. I look forward eagerly to his presentation on
the Sioux Uprising of 1862.
If you would like to join us for dinner with
Jerry Allen at Sam’s of Arlington restaurant, 1863

West Central Road, Arlington Heights, at 5:30
p.m. before the meeting on January 9, 2015,
please contact me at DPowell334@aol.com or
(847) 343-2032 by Wednesday, January 7. —

Dave Powell

Texas, White Gold, and Politics
By Tom DeFranco

O

n Friday, December 5, 2014, our own
first vice president, Pat McCormick, addressed the Northern Illinois Civil War
Round Table on the Red River Campaign.
He began by explaining that the reason for the
Red River Campaign was Texas. The seeds of the
campaign actually predated the war. Northern
abolitionists saw German communities in Texas
thriving in growing cotton without the use of
slaves and thought they
might be able to establish a free-soil presence
in the Lone Star State.
As early as 1861,
there was a desire by
some Northerners to invade Texas. Some were
concerned for the proUnion Germans, but others with political power
General Benjamin Butler
were attracted to the
state for the white gold
— King Cotton. New England mills were feeling
the pinch and began pressuring the Lincoln administration for a free-soil section of Texas.
When Massachusetts General Benjamin Butler
assumed command in New Orleans, his desired
target was Texas. Eventually transferred elsewhere, he was replaced by another political general from the Bay State, Nathaniel Banks. When
Banks arrived, the prospective governor of a free
state of Texas, Andrew Hamilton, accompanied
him. Unfortunately, the exigencies of war took
over and the need to clear the Mississippi River
took precedence over the desired trip to Texas.
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All that could be mustered at the time was a shortlived occupation of Galveston.
By New Year’s Day of 1863, Galveston was
back in Confederate hands. Another factor was
occurring to ramp up the pressure to seize Texas:
French presence in Mexico in defiance of the
Monroe Doctrine. By July 1863, the Mississippi
was cleared for Federal usage, opening the opportunity to enter Texas. By now though, with the
Mississippi in Union
control, the need for an
operation into Texas had
diminished.
Both Banks and General Ulysses Grant
thought it would be
wiser to attack at Mobile. But with the insistence of General-inChief Henry Halleck an
General Nathaniel Banks
effort was made toward
Texas. On September 8,
1863, a thrust at Sabine Pass occurred with a division of Union troops (with four gunboats) under
the command of the less-than-inspiring General
William B. Franklin with predictable results.
The truly surprising thing about this situation is
that the Confederate forces consisted of 47 men
manning six artillery pieces commanded by a former Houston bartender, Dick Dowling. Another
effort about a month later saw Franklin suddenly
worry about his supply situation. This time he had
his numerically superior force skirmish with some
Confederates and then gave up to head back east
for the winter.
drum roll, January 2015

Further efforts toward Texas continued into
1864 and were marked by dissension in the Federal high command and further incompetence.
One of the problems with this campaign was that
politics actually overrode military necessity in
other theaters where troops used for the Red River

Campaign could have reinforced other more important fronts.
I wish to thank Pat McCormick for allowing
me to borrow his notes for this article and for
what must have been an excellent presentation.
Happy New Year to all members!

January Saturday Discussion

January Events

All members and guests are invited to participate
in the session to be held at the Hoffman Estates
Community Bank, 1375 Palatine Road, Hoffman
Estates, on Saturday, January 17 from 10:00 a.m.
until noon. Attendees are asked to park in the
adjacent lot rather than in spaces provided for
bank customers. The topic of the day will be the
second part of the 1864 Overland Campaign.
These discussions are generally held on the
third Saturday of the month from September
through June. They are held to generate and foster
a free exchange of ideas on events that transpired
during the Civil War.

January 8, Lake County Civil War Round Table
will hold an open discussion on books members
have read, films or movies they have seen, and
tours or visits to Civil War sites.
January 9, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI.
Dave Oberg, Grayslake Heritage Center and Museum executive director, will speak on Sons of
Thunder: A History of Battery H, First Illinois
Light Artillery, noon. Program sponsored by the
Milwaukee Civil War Round Table and Iron Brigade Association. Information on all Civil War
Museum programs is available at (262) 653-4140
or www.thecivilwarmuseum.org.
January 9, Chicago Civil War Round Table. John
Horn will speak on George Barnard and the 12th
Virginia Infantry.
January 16, Salt Creek Civil War Round Table.
Brian Conroy will speak on the Irish in the Civil
War.
January 31, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI.
Lance Herdegen will discuss When Johnny
Comes Marching Home Again: Iron Brigade Veterans and Peace, 1:00 p.m. The returning soldiers
came home to an uncertain future. Herdegen will
discuss what happened to some of them and how
they coped and came to accept their Civil War
experiences.

Executive Committee Meeting
The Executive Committee will meet at the Hoffman Estates Community Bank at 9 a.m. on Saturday, January 17, 2015, before the regular Saturday
discussion meeting.

Book Discussion Group
The Civil War book discussion group led by Tom
DeFranco at the Eisenhower Library, 4613 North
Oketo Avenue, Harwood Heights, meets on the
first Saturday of the month from 10:00 until 11:30
a.m. On January 3, 2015, they will discuss Brice’s
Crossroads and Tupelo, using Work for Giants by
Thomas E. Parson.

Dues Are Due
Dues forms and checks should be sent to treasurer
Tom DeFranco, 4844 North Ridgewood Avenue,
Norridge, Illinois 60706-2941, as soon as possible. Dues for the 2014–15 year are $55 family,
$45 individual, and $5 student.
drum roll, January 2015

Women's Civil War Book Club
The next book for the Civil War book club for
women is Mrs. Lincoln’s Rival by Jennifer Chiaverini. The group will meet to discuss the book on
March 22, 2015, at a time and place to be determined later. If you are interested in joining the
group, contact Denise Limburg at (847) 382-1022
or dlimburg@prodigy.net, or Mary Banks at
zeller1@comcast.net or (847) 497-3149.
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President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Corresponding Sec.
Membership
Historian
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee

David Powell
Patrick McCormick
Pending
Bruce Allardice
Tom Defranco, Jr.
Sarah McDougall
Jerry Allen
Kathleen Lange
Charles Carr
Danielle Kafka
Charles Brenneman
Wayne Rhine
Kathleen Lange
Alisa Corsi

Appointed Positions
Book Raffle
Charles Banks
Newsletter Editor
Sally Smith

December Raffle
The December raffle winners were Corey
Lange, who won Civil War in the Ozarks by Phillip Steele and Steve Cottrell; Alfred Kitch, who
won One of the Most Daring of Men: The Life of
Confederate General William Tatum Wofford by
Gerald Smith; Jim Spannagel, who won Whatever

You Resolve To Be: Essays on Stonewall Jackson
by A. Wilson Greene; Fred Reczkowicz, who won
Action Before Westport, 1864 by Howard N.
Monnett; and Mike Brown, who won The Atlas of
the Civil War edited by James M. McPherson.
Congratulations to the winners and sincere
thanks to the donors. To donate Civil War–related
books or items, please contact Charlie Banks.

2014–2015 Speakers
January 9

Jerry Allen

Sioux Uprising of 1862

February 6

Bruce Allardice

Civil War Movies

March 6

Rob Girardi

Gouvernor K. Warren

April 3

Dr. Frank Varney

General Grant and the Re-writing of History.

May 1

Eric Wittenberg

John Buford at Gettysburg

June 5

Chris Kolakowski

The Naval War in 1864

To learn more about this Round Table call Jerry Allen at (847) 516-6429
or visit our website at www.northernilcwrt.org

