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Lincoln and
the Law

Wayne Rhine

amendment, and Supreme Court cases involving
the Civil War. He also will discuss briefly Lincoln’s practicing law in Cook County.
Judge Wayne Rhine was first licensed as an
attorney in 1965 and was engaged in the practice
of law for 18 years. He also served as prosecutor
for the Village of Calumet Park and as a member
of the Glenview Zoning Board of Review. He was
appointed as a judge of the Circuit Court of Cook
County in 1983 and served until he retired in 2007
as a supervising judge. He has had an interest in
the Civil War since grade school and is currently a
trustee of the round table.
If you would like to join the group for dinner
with Judge Wayne Rhine at 5:30 p.m. at Sam’s of
Arlington restaurant, 1863 West Central Road,
Arlington Heights, before the meeting on January
3, 2014, please contact me by January 2 at
dlimburg@prodigy.net or (847) 577-7744. —

Denise Limburg

T

he Northern Illinois Civil War Round Table will start 2014 with 12-year member
Judge Wayne Rhine speaking on President
Abraham Lincoln’s handling of legal issues. His
presentation will include a discussion of the writ
of habeas corpus in both the federal and state constitutions, the right to suspend the writ, the number of times presidents have suspended the writ,
and the reasons and results of Lincoln’s suspending the writ.
Rhine also will discuss the use of the blockade
as an act of war, as opposed to what President
Kennedy did in the Cuban crisis, Lincoln’s use of
military writs instead of civilian writs, Lincoln
and the Code of Military Justice, the involvement
of Lincoln in the Sioux uprising (including the use
of the presidential pardon), Lincoln and the 13th

January Saturday Discussion
All members and guests are invited to participate
in the session to be held at the Hoffman Estates
Community Bank, 1375 Palatine Road, Hoffman
Estates, on Saturday, January 18, from 10:00 a.m.
until noon. Attendees are asked to park in the adjacent lot rather than in spaces provided for bank
customers. The discussion of naval operations
during the Civil War will be led by second vice
president Pat McCormick.
These discussions are generally held on the
third Saturday of the month from September
through June. They are held to generate and foster
a free exchange of ideas on events that transpired
during the Civil War.

Save June 6 for the annual banquet

Railroads and the Civil War
By Tom DeFranco

O

n December 6 one of the Northern Illinois Civil War Round Table’s very own
presented a program illustrating the value
of the railroads to the two sides during the Civil
War. Charlie Banks, who previously presented on
Lincoln’s funeral train, explained how the rail
systems evolved from 1861 through 1865.
The railroads were supposedly already in use
during the Crimean War of the mid 1850s, and
almost assuredly were used during the Wars of

American-style locomotive 4-4-0, “General Haupt.”

Italian Independence in 1859. Banks’s research
could not verify that George B. McClellan was
sent to Crimea specifically to observe how the
armies of Great Britain and France used the rails.
He does believe that it was quite possible, however. Add to that the fact that McClellan was a
railroad executive before the Civil War, and it
does seem likely that his antebellum exposure to
the rails had some impact upon Union rails.
At the outset of the war neither side was 100
percent prepared for what would be required to
harness the power of the rails. Both sides had
track with multiple gauges. Then there was the
politics of the railroad executives to deal with.
The South was worse off because of the lack of
adequate industry to utilize the rails for the war
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effort on a concerted and frequent basis. Besides
the problem with multiple gauges, the components of the track and bed in the South were flimsier than those of the North. In some cases the
tracks were made of wood, soaked in creosote. As
an aside, the South was the first to move troops
to the immediate front, during the first battle of
Bull Run, when General Joseph Johnston’s troops
were railroaded from the Shenandoah Valley to
the battlefield.

Temporary bridge at Union Mills, Virginia, on the Orange &
Alexandria Railroad over Ackakeek Creek.

By and large, the Northerners got the rails to
work for them more consistently and in more sophisticated ways. First, important and strong personalities came to the fore. Men like Daniel
McCallum and Herman Haupt used their strong
wills to prevent individual people of power from
requisitioning the rails for their personal use. An
example raised by Banks was the case during the
Second Bull Run Campaign when General Samuel Sturgis tried to commandeer a train for his
benefit. Haupt put a stop to that. There were other
personages who may have presented problems if
Haupt and McCallum had not laid down the law.
They were given the power to control the Union
rails. Whenever railroad tycoons protested, they
were reminded of who the boss was. The presidrum roll, January 2014

dent of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, John W.
Garrett, had divided loyalties but decided that he
was better off helping the North.
The two Union railroad commanders’ strict
control also helped assure that supplies would get
to General William T. Sherman during his Atlanta
campaign. By this time the North had tight control
not only over its own lines, but also over some
Confederate lines. The Louisville and Nashville
line was used not only to transport supplies to
Sherman, but also to transfer General Joseph
Hooker with two corps down to Chattanooga to
reinforce the Army of the Cumberland.
What may have been the infancy of wartime
rail transit in the mid-Nineteenth Century changed
quickly as rails were used to transport troops to
the front in the 1866 and 1870 wars involving

Prussia and during the Spanish American War to
send troops from San Antonio to Tampa. Trains
were used to transport troops even during the
Second World War. Our fellow member, Tom
DeFranco, Sr., was on a troop train that sent him
from Jacksonville, Florida, to San Diego, California. Along the way the train derailed near
Atlanta.
On behalf of the round table, I’d like to thank
Charlie Banks for his enlightening presentation
about trains during the Civil War, and I look forward to hearing a future talk about specific events
such as the comparison between the trains that
sent General James Longstreet to Chickamauga
and the trains that sent Hooker’s men to Chattanooga. And it’s good to see him well again after
some recent health issues.

Book Discussion Group

Executive Board Meeting

The Civil War book discussion group led by Tom
DeFranco at the Eisenhower Library, 4613 North
Oketo, Harwood Heights, meets on the first Saturday of the month from 10 until 11:30 a.m. On
January 4 they will view and discuss the new
documentary, The Gettysburg Story.

The executive board will meet on January 18,
2014, at the Hoffman Estates Bank at 9 a.m. prior
to the regular Saturday discussion meeting.

January Events
January 9, Lake County Civil War Round Table
will hold an open discussion on Vicksburg.
January 10, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI.
Dan Nettesheim will discuss the Chattanooga
Campaign: Critical Contrasts and Paradoxes, 12
noon. Information on all museum programs is
available at www.thecivilwarmuseum.org or
(262) 653-4140.
January 11, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI.
Seeing the Elephant, a new movie focused on personal experiences and accounts of citizen soldiers,
opens in the Fiery Trial exhibit.
January 17, Salt Creek Civil War Round Table.
Bruce Allardice and Wayne Wolf will speak on
Two Years Before the Paddlewheel: Charles F.
Gunthier, Mississippi River Confederate.
January 20, Chicago Civil War Round Table. Rob
Girardi will speak on the Murder of General William “Bull” Nelson.
drum roll, January 2014

Women's Civil War Book Club
The next book for the Civil War book club for
women is Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker: A Novel
by Jennifer Chiaverini. The next meeting of the
group is scheduled for 2 p.m., Saturday, January
25, at the home of Kathleen Lange, 1458 East
Olive Street, Palatine. If you are interested in joining the group, contact Denise Limburg at (847)
382-1022 or dlimburg@prodigy.net, or Mary
Banks at zeller1@comcast.net or (847) 497-3149.

To Contribute to the Drum Roll
All members are welcome to contribute items to
the newsletter. Appropriate subjects include (but
are not limited to) book reviews, family histories,
travel reports, and recent research. Articles should
be whatever length is necessary to cover the subject. If you have information to share, please send
it to Sally Smith, 328 Eastern Avenue, Barrington,
Illinois 60010-4629; telephone (847) 381-6486;
or e-mail drum_roll4@juno.com.
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December Raffle

2013–14 Officers and Trustees
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Corresponding Sec.
Membership
Historian
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee

Denise Limburg
David Powell
Patrick McCormick
Bruce Allardice
Tom Defranco, Jr.
Sarah McDougall
Ellen Allen
Kathleen Lange
Kathleen Lange
Alisa Corsi
Charles Carr
Charles Brenneman
Wayne Rhine

Appointed Positions
Book Raffle
Charles Banks
Newsletter Editor
Sally Smith

The December raffle winners were Tom Peters,
who won Lincoln’s Darkest Year: The War in
1862 by William Marvel; Paul Wydra, who won

Fields of Honor: Pivotal Battles of the Civil War
by Edwin C. Bearss; Phillip Thornton, who won

Stephen Dodson Ramseur: Lee’s Gallant General
by Gary W. Gallagher; Jerry Allen, who won The
Dahlgren Affair: Terror and Conspiracy in the
Civil War by Duane P. Schultz; and Pat McCormick, who won Sultana: Surviving the Civil War,
Prison, and the Worst Maritime Disaster in History by Alan Huffman.
Congratulations to the winners and sincere
thanks to the donors. To donate Civil War–related
books or items, please contact Charlie Banks.

2013–2014 Speakers
February 7

Doug Stiles

Lincoln’s Watch

March 7

Bruce Allardice

The Election of 1864

April 4

David Keller

Camp Douglas

May 2

Betty Kay

Three Illinois Women During the Civil War

June 6

Tim Smith

Corinth

To learn more about this Round Table call Ellen Allen at (847) 516-6429
or visit our website at www.northernilcwrt.org

