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Abraham Lincoln’s
Watch

Douglas Stiles

I

n the 1850s, Abraham Lincoln purchased a
watch from George Chatterton, a Springfield,
Illinois, jeweler. The gold watch was a symbol
of his success as a lawyer.
In 1861, President Lincoln brought the watch to
M.W. Galt and Company’s jewelry shop on Penn-

sylvania Avenue in Washington, DC, for repair.
Irish immigrant and watchmaker, Jonathon Dillon,
was repairing Lincoln’s watch when the shop
owner told him the news that Fort Sumter had
been fired upon.
Forty-five years later, Dillon told his family
and a reporter from the New York Times that
when he had heard the news of the attack on Fort
Sumter, he had opened the watch’s inner workings and etched his name, the date, and a message.
After closing the watch, he sent it back to the
White House. Jonathon Dillon died in 1907.
As late as 1910, Robert Lincoln talked about
having his father’s watches. At least two of them
were passed down to his children. One was donated to a museum in Kentucky and the other to
the Smithsonian Institution.
Dillon’s family passed the legend along to future generations. But, was it true or just a great
story?
Our speaker on February 7, 2014, Doug Stiles,
is a real estate attorney and history buff from
Waukegan. He is also the great-great grandson of
jeweler Jonathon Dillon. In 2009, he received a
letter from family in Ireland that told of finding a
letter written by Jonathon Dillon.
Stiles will take us along his path to finding
which watch Dillon spoke of and whether there
actually was a message.
And what was that message etched so quickly
on that historic day?
If you would like to join us for dinner with
Doug Stiles at 5:30 p.m. before the meeting on
February 7, 2014, at Sam’s of Arlington restaurant, 1863 West Central Road, Arlington Heights,
please contact me at (847) 577-7744 or
dlimburg@prodigy.net by Wednesday, February
5. — Denise Limburg

Save June 6 for the annual banquet

Lincoln, the Lawyer
By Tom DeFranco

O

n January 3, 2014, the Northern Illinois
tion. Lincoln simply ignored the Court’s ruling.
Second, in ex parte Vallandigham, the Supreme
Civil War Round Table’s very own,
Court skirted the hot-button issue by stating that it
Judge Wayne Rhine, presented the story
of Abraham Lincoln as a lawyer.
did not have jurisdiction to overrule a military triHe started by describing Lincoln as an Illinois
bunal. Third, in ex parte Milligan (which was
ruled on after the war), the Court ruled that civillawyer riding the Eighth Circuit with Judge David
Davis.
ians must be tried by a civilian court where they
Needless to say, several legal issues arose while
are open and functioning. This ruling effectively
overturned the Vallandigham decision.
Lincoln resided in the White House, such as the
lack of functioning in the
Lincoln also had to walk a
South. Prior insurrections and
tightrope in regard to internaunrest, such as the riots that
tional legal issues such as the
occurred in Baltimore while
establishment of the naval
Lincoln was on his way to
blockade and the Trent affair.
Washington City, influenced
Lincoln justifiably feared that
his decision to lift the writ of
creating a blockade would be
habeas corpus. Remember
tantamount to recognizing the
that the writ was crafted for
Confederacy as a sovereign
the purpose of denying the
nation. He got around it by
government the opportunity
stating that he was recognizto hold a person in captivity
ing it as a belligerent power,
indefinitely without benefit of
but not a nation.
due process.
The Trent affair was almost
Because he was the first to
a national embarrassment. It
entailed the seizing of Consuspend the writ, Lincoln is
federate ambassadors Slidell
often criticized by modern
and Mason from a British
day civil libertarians. In fact
ship. It was against maritime
he was not the only President
President Abraham Lincoln
to suspend the writ. There
law and angered many Britons in power at the time.
were other distinct suspenLincoln revealed a magnanimous side by resions of the writ, including one by Franklin D.
viewing 1600 cases of Union soldiers and comRoosevelt in response to the eight Nazi saboteurs
muting many of the sentences. He also parwho infiltrated the United States, another by
doned about 300 arrestees of the Sioux uprising in
George W. Bush after 9/11, and yet another by
Minnesota.
U. S. Grant during Reconstruction. Notably,
Finally, his participation in passing the 13th
Jefferson Davis also suspended the writ in the
Amendment was perhaps the most important
Confederacy.
highlight in Lincoln’s term in office.
Among the important cases heard during the
I wish to thank Judge Wayne Rhine for providLincoln Administration were the following: first,
ing me with his notes and for giving what must
ex parte Merryman, in which the Supreme Court
ruled that the suspension of the writ of habeas
have been a wonderful presentation of the 16th
corpus was only within the purview of Congress
president’s legal issues, especially during his time
according to Article 1, section 9 of the Constituin the White House.
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February Events

February Saturday Discussion

February 1, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI.
Scott Wolfe will present a program on Major
General John A. Rawlins, Ulysses S. Grant’s loyal
friend, adjutant, chief of staff, and secretary of
war, 1 p.m. Information on all Civil War Museum
programs is available at (262) 653-4140 or
www.thecivilwarmuseum.org.
February 11, Civil War: The Untold Story, Eisenhower Library, 4613 North Oketo, Harwood
Heights. Some parts of the documentary series
scheduled to air on Public Television in 2014 will
be shown at 2 p.m. in the large meeting room upstairs. The showing was offered to NICWRT by
the producer of the films, which are narrated by
actress Elizabeth McGovern.
February 13, Lake County Civil War Round Table. Bruce Allardice will speak on Civil War
movies.
February 14, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI.
Dr. David Maas will explore whether Wheaton
College was a stop on the Underground Railroad
and if there was an underground tunnel, noon.
Program sponsored by the Milwaukee Civil War
Round Table and the Iron Brigade Association.
February 14, Chicago Civil War Round Table.
Harold Knudsen will speak on General James
Longstreet.
February 15–
15–16, Civil War Museum, Kenosha,
WI. Civil War Medical Weekend features living
history, programs, and exhibits commemorating
the role of physicians, nurses, and caregivers during the war. Dr. Gordon Dammann will discuss
medicines of the period and whether they did the
patient more harm than good, Saturday, 1 p.m.
Cindy Intravartolo will tell the story of the Sisters
of the Holy Cross, who served sick and wounded
soldiers in hospitals in Illinois, Indiana, Missouri,
and Tennessee and aboard the hospital ship USS
Red Rover, Sunday, 1 p.m.
February 21, Salt Creek Civil War Round Table.
Jerry Kowalski will speak on General George
Thomas and the Atlanta Campaign.
February 25, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI.
Doug Dammann will lead a discussion on Fire

All members and guests are invited to participate
in the session to be held at the Hoffman Estates
Community Bank, 1375 Palatine Road, Hoffman
Estates, on Saturday, February 15, from 10:00
a.m. until noon. Attendees are asked to park in the
adjacent lot rather than in spaces provided for
bank customers. The discussion of the Battle of
Chattanooga and the beginning of the Atlanta
Campaign will be led by second vice president
Patrick McCormick.
These discussions are generally held on the
third Saturday of the month from September
through June. They are held to generate and foster
a free exchange of ideas on events that transpired
during the Civil War.

Within: A Civil War Narrative from Wisconsin
by Dr. Kerry Trask, at 7 p.m.; $10, $5/museum
members. Register at (262) 653-4140 or
www.thecivilwarmuseum.org.
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Book Discussion Group
The Civil War book discussion group led by Tom
DeFranco at the Eisenhower Library, 4613 North
Oketo, Harwood Heights, meets on the first Saturday of the month from 10 until 11:30 a.m. On
February 1 they will discuss books on Abraham
Lincoln. Attendees are invited to bring their favorite books.

In Memoriam
Word has been received that Emil Bahnmaier
passed away in November while on vacation in
Spain. He was a member of the Northern Illinois
Civil War Round Table for many years.
Another long-time member, Charles Young,
passed away January 19, 2014. We send condolences to both families.

To Contribute to the Drum Roll
All members are welcome to contribute items to
the newsletter. Appropriate subjects include (but
are not limited to) book reviews, family histories,
travel reports, and recent research. Articles should
be whatever length is necessary to cover the subject. If you have information to share, please send
it to Sally Smith, 328 Eastern Avenue, Barrington,
Illinois 60010-4629; telephone (847) 381-6486;
or e-mail drum_roll4@juno.com.
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President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Corresponding Sec.
Membership
Historian
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee

Denise Limburg
David Powell
Patrick McCormick
Bruce Allardice
Tom Defranco, Jr.
Sarah McDougall
Ellen Allen
Kathleen Lange
Kathleen Lange
Alisa Corsi
Charles Carr
Charles Brenneman
Wayne Rhine

Appointed Positions
Book Raffle
Charles Banks
Newsletter Editor
Sally Smith

January Raffle
The January raffle winners were Kathleen Lange,
who won Spies & Spymaster of the Civil War by
Donald E. Markle; Mary Banks, who won Lincoln’s Assassins: Their Trial and Execution by
James L. Swanson and Daniel Weinberg; Alfred
Kitch, who won Don Troiani’s Regiments and
Uniforms of the Civil War by Don Troiani, Earl J.
Coates, and Michael J. McAfee; and Danny
Kafka, who won The American Civil War: 365
Days by Margaret E. Wagner.
Congratulations to the winners and sincere
thanks to the donors. To donate Civil War–related
books or items, please contact Charlie Banks.

2013–2014 Speakers
February 7

Doug Stiles

Lincoln’s Watch

March 7

Bruce Allardice

The Election of 1864

April 4

David Keller

Camp Douglas

May 2

Betty Kay

Three Illinois Women During the Civil War

June 6

Tim Smith

Corinth

To learn more about this Round Table call Ellen Allen at (847) 516-6429
or visit our website at www.northernilcwrt.org

