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The Angel of
Marye’s Heights

Tony Ziebol

A

nthony Ziebol’s historical novel, The An-

gel of Marye’s Heights: The Story of
Richard Kirkland, was published in De-

cember 2015. After his more than 15 years of research, this extremely realistic novel (in the same
vein as those of Jeff Shaara) is as close as it gets
to a true history of one of the few individuals revered on both sides of the Mason-Dixon Line.
Richard Rowland Kirkland is arguably the most
famous “common” soldier of the American Civil
War. His act of compassion at the battle of Fredericksburg in December of 1862 is both controversial and shrouded in mystery.
On December 14, 1862, the day after the
bloody Union assaults on Marye’s Heights at
Fredericksburg, Sergeant Kirkland of the 2nd
South Carolina risked his life by giving humanitarian aid to the wounded enemy soldiers in front
of the heights.

But did it really happen? Although it’s difficult
to prove without a shadow of doubt, the evidence
points to Kirkland’s being even more heroic than
the history books give him credit for.
With a presentation featuring both period photographs and his own pictures taken while following in Kirkland’s footsteps from South Carolina to
Fredericksburg to Gettysburg to Chickamauga,
and everywhere in between, Ziebol will captivate
any audience with Kirkland’s incredible story.
The talk will also involve the fascinating history of the 2nd South Carolina, one of the few
regiments that was active prior to Fort Sumter and
after Appomattox. In addition to Fredericksburg,
the regiment was present at some of the most
fierce fighting of the war and most iconic locations on these battlefields: Henry House Hill at
First Bull Run, the Dunker Church at Antietam,
the Peach Orchard and Wheatfield at Gettysburg,
and Snodgrass Hill at Chickamauga.
In addition to writing this novel, Ziebol also
helped edit National Park Service historian
(retired) Mac Wyckoff’s book, A History of the

Second South Carolina Infantry: 1861–1865.
In the past year, Ziebol has given historical
talks in eight states about Kirkland and the 2nd
South Carolina, including at the prestigious Confederate Relic Room and Military Museum in Columbia, SC, and the Camden Archives and Museum in Camden, SC. He has also been given the
honor of presenting at the Minnesota Civil War
Symposium at Historic Fort Snelling next April.
If you would like to join us for dinner with
Tony Ziebol at 5:30 p.m. before the meeting on
December 2 at Sam’s of Arlington restaurant,
1863 West Central Road, Arlington Heights,
please contact me at ccars@comcast.net or (847)
738-4141. —Charles Carr

Please note that the December meeting is back at the library

Debunking the Myths of Appomattox
By Pat McCormick

L

ike most if not all significant historical
● Lee lost half his army at Sayler’s Creek on
events, the American Civil War abounds in
April 6: Actually, it was about 20 percent of his
myths. The Appomattox campaign seems
remaining command (8,000 out of 40,000).
in particular to have fostered a great many all on
● There was no fighting on the day of the surrenits own. On November 4, Pat Schroeder, historian
der: In fact, there was an infantry fight early in the
at Appomattox Court House National Historical
day, and a separate cavalry action in late morning.
Park, shed light on a limited yet voluminous set of
● Lee’s retreat destination was Lynchburg, Virpopular falsehoods. He began by characterizing
ginia: He was actually planning to join Joseph
Appomattox as one of the most overlooked camJohnston in North Carolina, but the Union pursuit
paigns of the war. True, there were no large-scale
kept blocking his way south, so the route apbattles in the week between Petersburg’s fall and
peared to be bound for Lynchburg.
Robert E. Lee’s surrender, yet Lee lost half of his
● The only casualty at Appomattox was a slave
60,000 men during that time span.
woman: Untrue, given the fighting that took place
Schroeder has already pubearly in the day — though a
lished 52 myths surrounding
slave woman was the only cithe Appomattox week, filling
vilian casualty.
two booklets, and has since
● Wilmer McLean moved to
collected enough (often reAppomattox because his farm
layed by visitors to Appomathad been the site of a battle:
tox) for a third volume. He
McLean was not a farmer but a
went into some detail about
businessman, indeed pretty
the methods by which these
much a war profiteer, and
types of stories spread and
moved to Appomattox to be
come to be accepted as fact.
better able to speculate in
Perhaps the most common
sugar at that location.
The reconstructed McLean House at
Appomattox Court House.
method is what later genera● Lee’s surrender ended the
tions might call the “telephone
war: Although the event was
game”: Tell a story to one person, who passes it to
the key moment in producing the close of the conanother, who passes it to another, and so on —
flict, fighting continued elsewhere, and three other
until by the end of the string, the story does not
major surrenders took place after Appomattox.
resemble what it was at the start. Other tales are
● Lee had only 10,000 men at the time of the surspread by journalists (and in some cases even hisrender: By the actual parole signatures, it was
torians) who accept information at face value
over 29,000 men. But the Lost Cause mythology
without doing enough research. As U. S. Grant
was serviced by the claim that it was only 10,000.
himself wrote, “Wars produce many stories of fic● Schroeder went into some detail about the oldtion” — some of which are then accepted as fact.
est of all Appomattox myths: That the surrender
Schroeder ran through a sampling of some of
took place under an apple tree. It seems that one
the myths surrounding the campaign. Among
of Grant’s staff officers did meet with Lee under
them:
such a tree prior to the meeting in the McLean
● Lee and Grant were classmates at West Point:
parlor. Since Lee at that point had decided to surNope. Lee was 16 years Grant’s senior, and
render, soldiers nearby took the intent as fact and
graduated 16 years before Grant did. (They did,
got the impression that this had been the actual
oddly enough, live to the same age, dying 16
spot. Word spread quickly, and the unfortunate
years apart.)
tree was taken apart by men of both sides. (Some
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of these twigs were handed down through the generations, and today a few are on display at Appomattox.) Amazingly enough, it was not until
Grant’s memoirs were published in the mid-1880s
that the true surrender site became known to the
vast majority of the public.
Quite a few more myths were included in the
presentation (and far more were left out), but to
continue with just those that were mentioned
would add another page to the drum roll. So I’ll
end here by, on behalf of the round table, thanking
Pat Schroeder for his journey through the mythology of Appomattox.

December Saturday Discussion
All members and guests are invited to participate
in the session to be held at the Barrington Area
Library on Saturday, December 17, 2016, from
10:00 a.m. until noon. The topic of the day will be
the annual game of Civil War Trivia. Members
are invited to bring their favorite holiday treats to
share with the group and their own beverage.
These discussions are generally held on the
third Saturday of the month from September
through June. They are held to generate and foster
a free exchange of ideas on Civil War events.

Eisenhower Library Discussion
December Events
December 2, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI.
Author Noah Andre Trudeau will discuss and sign
his new book, Lincoln’s Greatest Journey: Sixteen

Days that Changed a Presidency, March 24th–
April 8th, 1865, noon. Information on all Civil
War Museum programs is available at (262) 6534140 or www.thecivilwarmuseum.org.
December 4, McHenry County Civil War Round
Table. The annual holiday lunch will feature a
program on Mary Todd Lincoln and Spiritualism,
11 a.m.
December 8, Lake County Civil War Round Table
will meet for a holiday potluck.
December 9, Chicago Civil War Round Table.
Bjorn Skaptasan will speak on Ambrose Bierce at
Shiloh.
December 9, Second Friday Lecture Series, Civil
War Museum, Kenosha, WI. Make Way for Liberty: Wisconsin African Americans in the Civil
War, noon. Free program is sponsored by the Milwaukee Civil War Roundtable and the Iron Brigade Association.
December 10, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI.
Dr. Christopher Reed of Roosevelt University of
Chicago will speak on the Emancipation to the
March on Washington: The Big Steps Toward
Citizenship, 2 p.m., in conjunction with the exhibit “Changing America: The Emancipation
Proclamation 1863 and the March on Washington,
1963.”
December 16, Salt Creek Civil War Round Table.
Bruce Allardice will speak on Chicago and the
Civil War.
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The Civil War discussion group led by Tom
DeFranco at the Eisenhower Library, 4613 North
Oketo Avenue, Harwood Heights, meets on the
first Saturday of the month from 10:00 until 11:30
a.m. On December 3 the group will discuss the
1864 battle of Nashville.

Women’s Civil War Book Club
The Civil War book club for women will meet at
2 p.m., January 22, 2017, at the home of Denise
Limburg to discuss Mrs. Grant and Madame Jule
by Jennifer Chiaverini. If you are interested in
joining the group, contact Denise Limburg at
dlimburg@prodigy.net or (847) 382-1022 or
Mary Banks at zeller1@comcast.net or telephone
(847) 497-3149.

Dues Are Due
Dues forms and checks should be sent to treasurer
Tom DeFranco, 9273 Fairway Drive, Apt. 316,
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016-1720. Dues are $55
family, $45 individual, and $5 student. A sustaining membership is any payment over the normal
rates. Deduct $5 if you receive the newsletter by
e-mail.

To Contribute to the Drum Roll
All members are welcome to contribute items to
the newsletter. If you have information to share,
please send it to Sally Smith, 328 Eastern Avenue,
Barrington, IL 60010 or drum_roll4@juno.com.
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Charles Carr
Wayne Rhine
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Tom Defranco, Jr.
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Danielle Kafka
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Tom Gavigan
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Book Raffle
Charles Banks
Newsletter Editor
Sally Smith

November Raffle
The lucky winners at the November book raffle
were Kathleen Lange, who won Andersonville by
MacKinlay Kantor; David Noe, who won Chancellorsville by Stephen W. Sears; Pat Carl, who
won Fighting for Time: The Battle of Monocacy
by Glenn H. Worthington; Marybeth Foley, who
won When the Smoke Cleared at Gettysburg by
George Sheldon; Janet Linhart, who won Soul of

the Lion: A Biography of General Joshua L.
Chamberlain by Willard M. Wallace; and Mike
Brown, who won The Civil War: Day by Day,
edited by John S. Bowman.
Congratulations to the winners and sincere
thanks to the donors. To donate Civil War–related
books or items, please contact Charlie Banks.

Speakers 2016–2017
December 2

Tony Ziebol

Richard Kirkland, the Angel of Marye’s Heights

January 6

Bruce Allardice

The Conflict at Ezra Church

February 3

Andy Waskie

Major General George Meade

March 3

Harold Knudsen

Disunion Sentiments and Secession Threats, 1788–1860

April 7

Steve Fratt

Civil War Battle Tactics

May 5

Daniel Josephs

Illinois 82nd Regiment

June 2

Wayne Motts

The National Civil War Museum in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

To learn more about the Northern Illinois Civil War Round Table
visit our website at www.northernilcwrt.org

