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The Red River
Campaign

Pat McCormick

I

n the spring of 1864, the Union Army commenced a major operation to bring the war to
Northern Louisiana and East Texas. As conceived, nearly 40,000 troops and a fleet of Union
gunboats and transports aimed to occupy Shreveport, Louisiana, which would allow them to project power into East Texas. This expedition,
which came to be known as the Red River Campaign, proved to be one of the most controversial
decisions of the war.
The capture of its purported military objective,
Shreveport, would eliminate the base of operations for Confederate armies operating in Louisiana, Texas, and southwest Arkansas. Politically,
President Lincoln hoped to bring more of Louisi-

ana back under Federal control (expediting a reconstruction process already under way in Louisiana) as well as provide a warning to the French,
who were then involved in a military expedition
of their own in Mexico. General Henry Halleck
favored the plan. Generals Ulysses Grant, William
T. Sherman, and even Nathaniel Banks (who was
to lead the expedition) did not.
Grant and Banks both preferred and expected a
thrust toward Mobile, which would have aimed at
shutting off Confederate imports. Grant also disliked the idea that 10,000 men from Sherman’s
army would be used at a time when Sherman was
readying for a drive toward Atlanta. Halleck insisted that the Red River movement would be
swift, and once Shreveport was firmly in Union
hands, those 10,000 troops would be returned to
Sherman’s army in time for the opening of the
Atlanta operation in May. Grant was dubious, and
correctly so; Halleck’s assertion proved to be far
too optimistic.
As preparations for the campaign got under
way, another motive became apparent: Civilian
cotton speculators rushed to join the expeditionary
force, hoping to reach heretofore untapped markets and make a killing. Even the United States
Navy (which could legally take prizes and benefit
from prize money) intended to get in on the deal,
bringing along barges with which to haul captured
bales away for sale up north.
Instead of a quick, easy victory, however,
Banks and his army discovered stiff Confederate
opposition, almost meeting with disaster on several occasions. The Red River Campaign, in fact,
proved to be one of the last significant Rebel successes of the war.
The Northern Illinois Civil War Round Table is
delighted to have Pat McCormick speak to us on

Please send dues payments to Tom DeFranco as soon as possible

this fascinating subject. Pat is a long-time student
of the Civil War and also serves as the Round Table’s vice president.
If you would like to join us for dinner with Pat
McCormick at Sam’s of Arlington restaurant,

1863 West Central Road, Arlington Heights, at
5:30 p.m. before the meeting on December 5,
please contact me at DPowell334@aol.com or
(847) 343-2032 by Wednesday, December 3. —

Dave Powell

The Story of a Local Fighting Regiment
By Tom DeFranco

O

killed in action, 37 wounded, and 34 missing in
n November 7, 2014, I had the honor to
the battle.
present to the round table the story of the
The next major combat experience for the 36th
36th Illinois Infantry Regiment. The unit
was at Perryville, Kentucky. It was their good forwas formed and trained along the banks of the
tune not to be the focal point of the Confederate
Fox River, and its members came from communiattack that day. As a result, regities all along that same river.
mental casualties were comparaThey were involved in camtively light.
paigns and battles from Missouri
The battle at Stones River
to Arkansas to Mississippi to
would prove to be much tougher
Kentucky to Tennessee to Georfor the boys from the Fox River
gia and back to Tennessee. Two
area. They were fortunate that
of their commanders were killed
the brigade commander at the
in action or mortally wounded.
battle, Joshua Sill, and Phil
Another was forced to resign
Sheridan, the division combecause the rigors of campaign
mander, were alert and readied
life eventually became unbearthem to fight. When the fighting
able. Such was the quality and
shifted to their portion of the
dedication of the leadership of
field, Sheridan’s division was
the regiment.
ready. Sheridan lost all three of
The individual companies
his brigade commanders that
started arriving at Camp
cold blustery Wednesday, but the
Hammond as early as August 18,
36th held its position until a lack
1861. The unit was officially
of ammunition compelled it to
mustered in on September 23.
retreat.
By September 24 it was on the
Colonel
Silas
Miller,
36th
Illinois
Infantry
In the meantime, Colonel
way to Rolla, Missouri. The
Greusel, commander of the 36th
36th’s first major combat was at
from the beginning, took over brigade command.
Pea Ridge, Arkansas, where the regiment had an
Included in his and the 36th’s exploits that day
auspicious start. While on skirmish duty, Private
was a bayonet charge to regain their ground. The
Peter Pelican of Company B killed Confederate
price for their valor was high. The battle cost the
General Ben McCulloch, who commanded the
regiment 46 killed and 154 wounded. Eventually,
Rebel right wing at the battle. The fact that
the death toll climbed to 65. Among the wounded
McCulloch was killed so early in the battle
was Captain Silas Miller of Company B, who was
threw the Confederate chain of command off kilalso captured.
ter for most of the battle. The 36th suffered 4
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Miller would be back with the regiment for the
Atlanta Campaign, this time at the helm. Colonel
Greusel had had to resign. At Kennesaw Mountain Colonel Miller was mortally wounded and
would linger on for another month. When he was
brought home, Colonel Miller’s funeral was the
most heavily attended in the history of Aurora.

The regiment would continue on throughout the
war and perform noteworthy work at Franklin, a
part of Opdycke’s Tigers, where they would lose
another commander, Porter C. Olsen.
I wish to thank Dave Powell and the round table for allowing me the opportunity to present to
them the story of one of our local regiments.

December Saturday Discussion

December Events

All members and guests are invited to participate
in the session to be held at the Hoffman Estates
Community Bank, 1375 Palatine Road, Hoffman
Estates, on Saturday, December 20 from 10:00
a.m. until noon. Attendees are asked to park in the
adjacent lot rather than in spaces provided for
bank customers. The topic of the day will be the
annual game of Civil War Trivia. Members are
invited to bring their favorite holiday treats to
share with the group and their own beverage.
These discussions are generally held on the
third Saturday of the month from September
through June. They are held to generate and foster
a free exchange of ideas on events that transpired
during the Civil War.

December 7, McHenry County Civil War Round
Table. The group will hold a holiday luncheon at
Pinecrest in Huntley.
December 11, Lake County Civil War Round Table. The group will hold a Christmas party at the
Grayslake Historical Society.
December 12, Civil War Museum, Kenosha, WI.
Mini Seminar: The War in the West will feature
Dr. John Marszalek of the Ulysses S. Grant Association speaking on Lincoln and the Military and
Dr. Tim Smith of the University of Tennessee at
Martin on Shiloh: Conquer or Perish; 12 noon.
Program sponsored by the Milwaukee Civil War
Roundtable and the Iron Brigade Association. Information on all Civil War Museum programs is
available at www.thecivilwarmuseum.org or
(262) 653-4140.
December 12, Chicago Civil War Round Table.
Jim Ogden will deliver the Nevins Freeman Address.
December 19, Salt Creek Civil War Round Table.
Robert Girardi will speak on the murder of Bull
Nelson.

Women's Civil War Book Club
The next book for the Civil War book club for
women is Widow of the South by Robert Hicks.
The group will meet to discuss the book at 4 p.m.,
December 14, 2014, at the Clayson House Museum, 224 East Palatine Road, Palatine. If you are
interested in joining the group, contact Denise
Limburg at dlimburg@prodigy.net or (847) 3821022, or Mary Banks at zeller1@comcast.net or
(847) 497-3149.

Book Discussion Group
The Civil War book discussion group led by Tom
DeFranco at the Eisenhower Library, 4613 North
Oketo Avenue, Harwood Heights, meets on the
first Saturday of the month from 10:00 until 11:30
a.m. On December 6 they will continue discussing
Hood’s 1864 Tennessee campaign, particularly
the Battle of Nashville.
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To Contribute to the Drum Roll
All members are welcome to contribute items to
the newsletter. Appropriate subjects include (but
are not limited to) book reviews, family histories,
travel reports, and recent research. Articles should
be whatever length is necessary to cover the subject; those that are too long will be divided for
insertion in more than one issue. If you have information to share, please send it to Sally Smith,
328 Eastern Avenue, Barrington, Illinois 600104629; telephone (847) 381-6486; or e-mail
drum_roll4@juno.com.
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November Raffle
2014–15 Officers and Trustees
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Corresponding Sec.
Membership
Historian
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee

David Powell
Patrick McCormick
Pending
Bruce Allardice
Tom Defranco, Jr.
Sarah McDougall
Jerry Allen
Kathleen Lange
Charles Carr
Danielle Kafka
Charles Brenneman
Wayne Rhine
Kathleen Lange
Alisa Corsi

Appointed Positions
Book Raffle
Charles Banks
Newsletter Editor
Sally Smith

The November raffle winners were Anna
Strelka, who won Chickamauga: Bloody Battle in
the West by Glenn Tucker; Vernon Blessing, who
won Sherman: A Soldier’s Passion for Order by
John E. Marszalek; Jerry Allen, who won Raiders
and Blockaders by William N. Still, John M. Taylor, and Norman C. Delaney; and Kirby Smith,
who won Before Antietam: The Battle for South
Mountain by John M. Priest.

Dues Are Due
Dues forms and checks should be sent to treasurer
Tom DeFranco, 4844 North Ridgewood Avenue,
Norridge, Illinois 60706-2941, as soon as possible. Dues for the 2014–15 year are $55 family,
$45 individual, and $5 student. A sustaining membership is defined by any payment over and above
the normal rates. Deduct $5 if you receive the
newsletter by e-mail.

2014–2015 Speakers
January 9

Jerry Allen

Sioux Uprising of 1862

February 6

Bruce Allardice

Civil War Movies

March 6

Rob Girardi

Gouvernor K. Warren

April 3

Dr. Frank Varney

General Grant and the Re-writing of History.

May 1

Eric Wittenberg

John Buford at Gettysburg

June 5

Chris Kolakowski

The Naval War in 1864

To learn more about this Round Table call Jerry Allen at (847) 516-6429
or visit our website at www.northernilcwrt.org

